


Christians need evercisé! 


FIVE MINUTES A DAY WILL MAKE YOU 100% MORE EFFECTIVE 


By Ray Strrone, Princeton Theological Seminary 


AVE your studies been a burden 
lately? Are you fearful and anx- 
ious about your work, or continually 
exhausted mentally and nervously? 
Do you seem to lack the spiritual glow 
you admire in your fellow Christians? 
What you may need is not so much a 
psychiatrist to analyze you, nor even 
a minister, but a good physical work- 
out. 
How the Apostle Paul would abhor 
the far too prevalent attitude among 
Christians that because we have gained 


a heavenly inheritance in Christ we 
can forget about our biological inheri- 
tance! Paul, the soldier of Jesus Christ, 
five times received the 39 stripes. He 
was beaten, stoned, shipwrecked, im- 
prisoned, naked. Only the strongest 
sort of physique could have endured 
these hardships and lived. 

The keenest minds have, with few 
exceptions, been housed in robust 
bodies. Jesus the Man walked upwards 
of 25 miles a day without undue weari- 
ness. Abe Lincoln, the Christian Presi- 
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dent, could hold an axe at arm’s length 
between thumb and fore-finger. C. T. 
Studd, the missionary, was on the fa- 
mous Cambridge varsity cricket team. 
And these tough bodies were not born; 
they were made. 

But the conscientious Christian stu- 
dent (he tells himself) does not have 
time for real exercise. 

Actually the reverse is true. If you 
have no time for exercise, you lose time 
throughout the day. Worse than this, 
if exercise is much neglected, the phys- 
ical, emotional, and moral results may 
be disasterous. To underwork the large 
muscles and overwork the higher brain 
cells is a reversal of the body’s normal 
functioning. What results is lethargy 


Try a few push-ups now. Resting in a horizon- 





or fatigue or nervous tension, plus a 
morbid egocentricity which is general- 
ly interpreted on psychological and 
spiritual grounds instead of being 
traced back to its physical cause. 
Any student who has found a sport 
or exercise in which he can let him- 
self go in lusty physical exertion 
knows how his emotional tone and 
mental outlook are warmed to a glow 
of healthful objectivity. Christian stu- 
dents covet their exercise because they 
know that it builds into their charac- 
ters an objective witness to Christ 
which a softy can never attain. You can 
find outstanding examples on your 
campus, for they are on every cam- 
pus. I might cite Christy Matheson 


tal position on hands and feet, with your elbows 

and hands close to the side, dip your body to the 

floor and push up until the arms return to their 

full extension in vertical position. Repeat this 

exercise rapidly and increase your strength until 
you can do 35 push-ups or more. 


Next stand up and touch your palms to the 
floor with knees straight. Do it from 50 to 75 
times very rapidly. Each time as you straighten 
up, throw your shoulders far back, arms out- 
streched behind the head. The back and stomach 


muscles are most important for fitness. 


With the window open, do 50 deep-knee bends 
at top speed to flush the blood out of your crowded 
brain cells. Really suck the air in! It’s oxygen 
that makes the fires burn. 


While you are yet panting from your deep- 
knee bends, lie flat on your back with your hands 
laced behind your head. Sit up and touch your 
elbow to your knee. Do this exercise every day 
until you can do 100 sit-ups without stopping 
(more if possible). Grit your teeth when the 
going gets rough, but don’t stop breathing. 
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of the old days, or Gil Dodds of our 
own time. Here is Christian witness at 
its best. 

Yet if for no other reason than for 
your studies’ sake, exercise! Many ath- 
letic opportunities are open to the 
Christian who will not let even the 
grimmest schedule hold him down. 
We who were pushed through some of 
the army’s toughest technical train- 
ing programs learned a new technique 
to keep our bodies fit and our heads 
clear. The rallying cry was, “Five 
minutes out for calisthenics.” Singly 
or in small groups we would throw 
ourselves into a few vigorous exercises 
that in 5 or 10 minutes would leave our 
muscles aching and our chests heav- 
ing. If you have no other way, you can 
get enough exercise this way in three 
or four such periods a day. And you 
can do it right in your room, or, if 
you prefer, on the lawn out front. The 
way to do it is simply to drop your 
book after an hour or two of study and 
set to it. 

Calisthenics can provide enough ex- 
ercise alone, but they should be com- 
bined with other sports. People who 
use their brains all day should go out 
for sports which are not so highly com- 





petitive as to be nerve-wracking, yet 
ones which exercise the larger muscles 
of the body. Swimming, track, gym- 
nastics, wrestling, weight lifting are 
excellent. Basketball, my own favorite, 
remains good exercise, but must be re- 
legated to a secondary position during 
hard days of study as a drain on the 
already overworked nervous system. 

One sees that all sports are not 
equally suited for the immediate needs 
of the individual. As always the Lord 
has just one best for a Christian. There 
is a sport for you. Get into it and go 
all-out. Know what it is every day to 
work yourself out into satisfying wear- 
iness, to step out of a shower with color 
in your cheeks and the glitter of life 
in your eyes. It takes no more time 
than a soda at the corner drug store, if 
you are really in earnest. : 

Add to the exercises on page 2 any 
you may know; or get your gym in- 
structor to teach you some. The im- 
portant thing is to do as many repeti- 
tions of each exercise as you can. 
Strain every muscle. Breathe deeply. 
Then watch your improvement week 
by week. 

All right. “Five minutes out for cal- 
isthenics!” 


Want $5000.00 7 


A $5000 Christian fiction contest has just 
been announced by Wm. B. Eerdmans 
Publishing Company. This prize will be 
paid for an adult novel most successfully 
depicting Christian faith and living. Chris- 
tian fiction, Eerdmans agree, has fallen far 
short of the literary standards established 
and maintained in the secular field. 

All residents of the United States and 
Canada are eligible to enter the contest. 
Manuscripts should be approximately 100,- 
000 words in length. The Christianity ex- 


HIS, February, 1946 


HIS is published monthly by the Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship, C. 


emplified in the manuscripts must be evan- 
gelical in doctrine and spirit. 

Royalties at the usual rates will be paid 
the author of the winning novel after the 
first edition. Manuscripts not winning the 
award will be considered for publication 
at regular royalty rates. 

The contest closes March 1, 1948. Manu- 
scripts and requests for instruction sheets 
should be addressed to Fiction Contest 
Editor, Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Com- 
pany, 55 Jefferson Avenue, Grand Rapids 3, 
Michigan. 
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Let Them Starve 

After reading Arthur Cochran’s letter, 
“Deliberate Starvation in Europe” (Jan. 
HIS) I feel completely exasperated... 


I object to Mr. Cochran’s letter from be- 
ginning to end. He obviously knows very 
little about actual conditions in Nazi Ger- 
many—dangerously little... He sees Ger- 
many seemingly on her knees, and one 
thing that Germans always manage to do 
after a lost war is to assume a very realis- 
tic picture of “penitence” and thus over and 
over fool her victors and win the peace... 
Germany is not in the least penitent... she 
is probably laughing behind our backs be- 
cause already we are falling for her tricks. 
Germany beaten pleads for justice; Ger- 
many the victor has never heard the word. 
Maybe you have noticed that none of the 
correspondents who knew Germany under 
the Nazis have voiced a plea for help— 
they know better. 


The German mother is no war criminal? 
I can tell a different story, I saw it. It is 
high time that our side learns that it was 
the German women who elected Hitler in 
the first place, who made a religious cult 
out of him, who adored him, and who 
flocked to his side in thousands long be- 
fore they were “forced” to join the Hitler 
youth organizations. It is a known fact that 
they were the most vicious and evil forces 
in the concentration camps—my late father 
could have told you a thing or two about it. 
These young mothers of today went to 
school with me when we were both young 
girls. It was these girls who sang in several 
of their Nazis songs that all they wanted 
was to die for the Fuehrer and the flag; let 
them demonstrate it now. 


The children for whom the bishop and 
Mr. Cochran feel so sorry are even more 
dangerous, Brought up and fed with the 
Nazi doctrine, they know only of killing 
and hating. These five and six year old 
“angels” destroyed houses of worship, stayed 
out all night chasing Jews, and did other 
things too vile to mention. If Mr. Cochran 
has any illusions about little saints he better 
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revise them. From what I have seen I can 
say that none of these chidren will accept 
the Lord, become church-going citizens, or 
live lives acceptable unto the Lord; the ex- 
ceptions will be negligible. I know that it 
will be easier to make Christians out of the 
wildest headhunters than out of the present- 
day German children. All they are good 
for is a menace to Democracies, a future 
potential to make war. 


As to the mother who has to decide which 
one of her children must die—well, the 
Jewish mother in Germany had no such 
problems. Her children were mutilated and 
killed before her eyes, every one of them, 
and finally the mother was killed too, and 
not very mercifully either. 


We Christians are told to love our ene- 
mies, but not to support the works of the 
Evil One. I have seen enough of Germany 
and the Germans to realize that they are 
not only evil men, but undoubtedly. pos- 
sessed men. The best thing for us to do now 
is to stand by and let the Lord lead. I know 
that He will preserve those few of His chil- 
dren who are still living in Germany—and 
there are very few. The punishment that 
the others are receiving comes, I am sure, 
from the Lord, and therefore is just punish- 
ment... 

Elisabeth J. Fraenkel 
Perth Amboy, New Jersey 


HIS has no wish to minimize the enor- 
mity of the German guilt. The record is in- 
dubitable. But the command is still written 
in the Word of God, “love your enemies, 
bless them that curse you, do good to them 
that hate you, and pray for them which de- 
spitefully use you, and persecute you...” 
And let it be remembered that Americans if 
so trained are capable of as deep atrocities 
as Germans—and that God can burst 
through all barriers to bring Germans to 
true penitence and salvation. With Miss 
Fraenkel’s memories of despair and terror 
as a young Jew in Germany where few 
Jews are left alive, the editors of HIS 
deeply sympathize. With her solution they 
do not.—EnprrTors 
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J Saw His Face in the Clouds 


HOW A UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON STUDENT WAS LED TO 
CHRIST BY CAMPUS FRIENDS An autobiography by Harriet Wood 


T was a late autumn afternoon and 
Ae sky was darkening. I was alone 
and weary after walking many miles 
along a country road. Suddenly, my 
attention was drawn upwards and I 
saw very clearly the image of the face 
of Jesus Christ in a cloud. 

I tried to convince myself that it 
wasn’t there, but it was. My eyes were 
open and try as I might, the face re- 
mained. 

I managed to reason it all away. I 
was tired and hungry after walking 
several miles and the picture was one 
that had been thrown on a screen in 
the church several weeks before. This 
combination of circumstances must be 
producing the apparition, I assured 
myself. After all, had I not satisfied 
myself that the Bible was merely a col- 
lection of myths and ancient tradi- 
tions? Jesus was no more than a man; 
a deluded one at that, who called him- 
self the Son of God. If there was a God 
he did not concern himself with this 
infinitesimal part of the universe. 

So I reasoned with myself frantic- 
ally, and to my great relief the vision 
disappeared. 

I attended a Sunday School class 
faithfully each Sunday and disputed 
fervently with the godly teacher who, 
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being old-fashioned, believed and 
taught the doctrine of the blood atone- 
ment. So disgusting was this teaching 
to me that at last, with the help of 
friends, I saw her replaced by a new 
teacher who gave us ear-tickling plati- 
tudes. 

I was not satisfied. Wherever I heard 
talk about the blood of Christ, I was 
anxious to dispute, raise irrelevent ar- 
guments and foster as much doubt as 
possible. I was not a well informed 
skeptic, but a zealous one. It irritated 
me to know that some of my friends 
were praying for me. 

When I became a student at the 
University of Washington, I felt that 
despite the unrest and dissatisfaction 
in my soul, I would find my place in 
life. I wanted to prove to myself and 
others that my life could be useful and 
full without God and His Christ. 

But within a few months I realized 
discouragement as never before. I 
seemed incapable of success in my 
studies. I felt utterly hopeless. My in- 
feriority complex grew by leaps and 
bounds. And worse than all this, I be- 
gan to realize how deeply I had al- 
ready been marred by sin. I could feel 
it gnawing at my heart like a cancer. 

Then one day at my home church I 
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met three University of Washington 
students, a Gospel team from the Uni- 
versity Christian Union. They were 
alive! They talked and sang about One 
whom they seemed to know personally. 

One of them had an answer for every 
one of my reasons for not believing 
the Bible to be the inspired word of 
God. In the course of two months, he 
convinced me of the fallacy and folly 
of my trust in the teachings of the 
“higher critics.”” He led me out of my 
wilderness of unbelief, beginning with 
the creation and taking me through to 
the end of the Book, showing me first 
the historical accuracy, the hormony 
with science, the prophetic fulfillment, 
and then expounding the doctrines of 
the Trinity, the virgin birth, regenera- 
tion, the Holy Spirit, the second com- 
ing, the Resurrection. 

One day I came to the end of argu- 
ment. We had wandered through a 
museum and ended in a roomful of 
pre-historic relics. For the first time in 
my life I wanted prayer. My friend 
and several others prayed for me there. 
Still my stubborn heart was numb. 

A few days later, I went with a 
group of Christian young people to an 
overnight beach party on Puget Sound. 
After a picnic supper and a ball game, 
they built a fire. I sat close to it on 
the sand and listened while a young 
student talked about how God could 
not stand the lukewarmness that He 
saw in many Christians. It was a chal- 
lenging message, and at the end he 
made an appeal to the unsaved, giving 
again the old story of Calvary. He 
asked whether anvone would like to 
be prayed for. Though I was deter- 
mined I should never give in and be- 
lieve that old Sunday School story, my 
hand went up. It was the beginning of 
the end. 

A few minutes later the young man 
who had answered all my arguments, 


walked with me to the water’s edge. He 
reasoned with me that it was no longer 
a question of unbelief but of unwill- 
ingness. ““Why don’t you rise above 
your stubborn self-will?” he asked. It 
was a human voice that put the ques- 
tion to me, but it was Christ Himself 
who was pleading. Falteringly, I an- 
swered, “I will.” Back at the fireside I 
told the others of my decision. They 
enthusiastically sang ““There’s a new 
name written down in glory.” But I 
was not sure it was mine. There was no 
assurance in my heart; only a new 
kind of numbness as though I were 
being led by the hand in the darkness. 

That night in my bunk I read the 
portion of Scripture suggested to me. 
Then there was a long walk home in 
the early morning, and there it was 
that I knew I was born again by the 
Spirit of God. He took the Word I had 
read and illumined it for me as I 
walked along. I had never memorized 
Scripture, yet His word came to me 
clearly and meaningfully. 

So sweet was that walk that I shall 
remember it for a long time. God 
showed me that all my sins had been 
placed upon Him at Calvary, and that 
since He had died in my place I should 
live forever with Him. He told me that 
I was now a child of God. I had the 
right to call God my heavenly Father. 
He promised that He would never 
leave me nor forsake me. And all this 
He gave me not because I had ever 
done or ever would do anything to de- 
serve it, but simply because I believed 
His Word and trusted His grace. 

I was so happy I began to cry. Never 
had the sky been brighter, the breezes 
fresher, the sun warmer. The bleak 
winter was forever gone from my soul. 
Bright morning had come. I was alive 
from the dead! I was redeemed! I had 
found my Saviour! 





IRAN 


the Spiritual Desert 2 Slooming 


~ BY WILLIAM M. MILLER 
\ S SOON after my return to Teheran 


as I had gotten my house in order, 
I invited a few of my Iranian Christian 
friends to tea and asked them to form 
a group to work and pray for the con- 
version of other men. 

Ever since then we have had a meet- 
ing in my home each Thursday eve- 
ning and God has blessed this effort. 
Our plan was for each Christian to 
bring one non-Christian friend to the 
meeting, and there in a friendly at- 
mosphere the Christians told what 
Christ had done for them and invited 
their friends to accept Him. The meet- 
ing grew till it filled my room, and 
several men have been converted. I 
wonder if this same method could not 
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be followed in some of the churches 
in America where it has been difficult 
to get non-Christians to the regular 
church services? During the past four 
months more than a dozen men and 
women have come here and expressed 
a desire to become Christians. May I 
tell you the stories of several of these 
new believers? 


When Dr. William M. (Bill) Miller 
wrote Why I Want to Die in Iran (as 
titled by the editors) in the July 1945 issue 
of HIS, he was on high seas bound for Iran. 
Now safely in Teheran, he tells something 
hard for missionary candidates to discover 
from most missionary letters—how the mis- 
sionary goes about his daily work. 
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NE day a smiling young man came 
to my door. 

“Don’t you remember me?” he said 
when I opened the door, “I was in 
the American Hospital for two years!” 

“Of course I remember you,” I re- 
plied as he entered, “but how you 
have changed!” 

Indeed he had changed—then he 
was a big boy in the children’s ward 
of our mission hospital with tubercu- 
losis of the spine, and for a year was 
encased in a plaster cast, but now he 
had become a young man, able to walk 
freely everywhere! He remembered 
the kindness of his Christian friends, 
and the stories of Jesus which he had 
heard in the hospital, and he wanted 
to have lessons in the Bible. His family 
were Zoroastrians, but realizing that 
it had been Christ who had healed 
him, Kay Khosru decided to become a 
Christian. He is one of the most regu- 
lar members of the Thursday group, 
and one day came with a bunch of 
lovely flowers in his hand as an expres- 
sion of his gratitude. 


NE Sunday evening at the close of 

the Persian service I invited any 
who wished to inquire further about 
the Christian faith to speak to me. A 
young man responded, and made an 
appointment to see me. When he came 
to my study he told me that he was a 
pilot in the Iranian Air Force, and had 
just returned from England where he 
had spent twenty months in training. 
When a boy in Birjand his father, 
who was the chief of police, had once 
given him a copy of the Gospel and 
told him to read it, and he had liked 
it. In England he had seen the differ- 
ence between Christianity and Islam, 
and before returning to Iran had de- 
cided to become a Christian. He re- 
membered having once seen _ this 


church of ours, so when he reached Te- 
heran he came to it, not knowing what 
sort of a church it was. He liked our 
simple form of worship, and decided to 
make himself known to us, so he asked 
what he as a Christian should believe 
and do! The next time he came he 
brought a sweet young girl with him, 
whom he introduced as his cousin, and 
his fiancee, and said he had been try- 
ing to convert her, but with no suc- 
cess. 

He has now gone to eastern Iran to 
see his father and tell him what effect 
the reading of that Gospel had on him! 


A two months ago I received a 
very neatly typed Persian letter. 
The writer courteously requested that 
I appoint a time when he could come 
to talk to me about religious matters, 
and inclosed a stamp for my reply. 

At the time appointed he came, and 
I was favorably impressed by the at- 
titude of this educated young man who 
seemed so eager to hear our Christian 
message. When I asked what had led 
him to come here for help he said that 
two years before a colporteur of the 
Bible Society had sold him a Gospel of 
Matthew as he was about to leave Te- 
heran by train; and as he had nothing 
else to read he had read this little book 
through several times before he 
reached his destination. This was his 
first introduction to Christianity. Then 
some months later a lady (our church 
visitor) saw him on the street and in- 
vited him to the church services and 
he attended several times. He felt 
deeply his need for a true faith, which 
the Mohammedan religion had not 
been able to give him, and at the end 
of his first visit with me, after I had 
explained fully the Christian Gospel, 
he said he wanted to give himself to 
Christ. We prayed together, and from 








that day Taj F. has been a radiant 
Christian. 

Within a week his mother, who had 
been educated in Europe, was killed 
in an automobile accident, and Christ 
was his one comfort in this sorrow. 
Later when his fiancee learned from 
him that he had become a Christian 
she rejected him, and has married an- 
other man. He has read large sections 
of the Bible since his conversion and is 
eager to be baptized. He too, is always 
present at the Thursday evening meet- 
ing. 


HILE most of the new converts 

have been men, several women 
have come also. About two months ago 
I had a visit from a European lady 
who married a Moslem in Teheran 
many years ago. With this lady was an 
Iranian girl from one of the best fami- 
lies in the land. 

“T have known this girl since she 
was a child,” said the older woman, 
“and she has always wanted to be a 
Christian. I always told her she was 
too young, and must wait till she was 
grown, but I have taught her a good 
deal about our religion. Now she is 
of age and I told her the time had come 
for her to change her religion; so she 
has come to you to become a Chris- 
tian!” 

In talking with the young lady I 
found that she was a close relative of 
the Princess in our church, of whom 
many of you have heard me speak, and 
she seemed entirely sincere in her pur- 
pose; so I explained what it meant to 
become a Christian, and she knelt with 
the older woman and me and we all 
prayed. How radiantly happy she was 
when she arose! Since then she has had 
weekly lessons in the Gospel, and has 
met the session of the church and asked 
for baptism. 
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rom these stories I am sure you 

have sensed the fact that God’s 
spirit is working in people’s hearts in 
Iran. For several years there had been 
little response, and very few converts 
had been baptized in our churches; but 
we have the feeling that the tide has 
turned, there is a difference in people’s 
attitude, and I believe that days of 
great blessing lie before us. The reli- 
gious and moral situation in the coun- 
try is so bad that serious minded peo- 
ple realize their desperate need, and 
are looking about them for help. Many 
are convinced that no help is to be 
found in Islam, and they are looking 
toward Christianity, if perchance it 
may meet their need. The political sit- 
uation also is very uncertain, and we 
know not what the future may bring 
forth. It seems therefore, that the 
church has a very great opportunity 
just now to preach Christ; and her 
leaders have been led of God to make 
this a year of evangelism. 

The present force of missionaries is 
smaller than it has been for many 
years, as there are now only four 
American ministers and three doctors 
for our six stations in all Iran. The 
Iranian Christian leaders are doing all 
they can to build up the church, but 
they need our help. How rejoiced they 
have been over the news that five 
young ministers and their wives and 
a lady evangelist have been assigned 
recently to Iran, and hope to come out 
soon! But this is only a beginning and 
I beg you to continue to pray for re- 
inforcements. How we need doctors 
and nurses for our hospitals! God has 
set before us a great open door, and 
there are many and strong adversaries. 
May we be given wisdom and strength 
to enter boldly in Christ’s name! 
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Don’t be forever preaching a sermon when you are asked to testify. 


DO YOU TESTIFY OR 


DSERMONIZE:? 


By Francis STEELE, Pu.D., Inter-Varsity Staff Member for Michigan, Ohio, and Indiana 


HERE is a time for a testimony and 
fre is a time for a message; it is 
not appropriate to give a message every 
time you are asked to speak for the 
Lord. Often a testimony would be 
much more effective. 

How frequently one hears a person 
who was asked to give a short testi- 
mony get up and launch into a dis- 
course upon the three-fold plan of Sal- 
vation. Or, on the other hand though 
much less frequently, a person who 
has been requested to bring a brief 
message will give an expanded version 
of the stereotyped testimony “Jesus 
saves, keeps, and satisfies.” 

Neither person has fulfilled his obli- 
gation. 

The trouble with people who seem 
continually bent upon delivering short 
sermons upon every occasion is that 
they fail to realize the power and ef- 
fectiveness of a personal testimony. 
Frequently, especially in street meet- 
ings and mission services, there is no- 
thing so calculated to catch the at- 
tention of the audience as the story of 
how the Lord “met you on the way” 
and what He has done for you. 

Notice how the Apostle Paul used 
his testimony. The account of his con- 
version is first set forth in the ninth 
chapter of the book of Acts. Twice 
again in subsequent chapters (22 and 
26) it is repeated with some additional 


detail when he was relating his experi- 
ences before the hostile crowd in Jeru- 
salem and later before King Agrippa 
in Caesarea. In the latter two cases, as 
well as in the numerous instances 
where he makes passing reference to 
his trip to Damascus, Paul is explain- 
ing that although he formerly thought 
and lived in a manner similar to those 
whom he is addressing, once he met the 
Lord and realized that the Jesus he had 
been persecuting was the Lamb of God, 
he accepted the Lord Jesus as his Sav- 
iour. This is a first class personal testi- 
mony admirably adapted to the audi- 
ence. 

Now for a modern example. 

Suppose that in addressing a meet- 
ing you relate that even after years 
of being a zealous church member and 
trying to live a decent life, you were 
not satisfied that all was well until 
finally one day someone showed you 
from the Bible that Christ had died 
for your sins. You tell how you put 
your trust in Him and have had real 
peace with God from that day to this. 
You can imagine how compelling such 
a testimony would be to a person in the 
audience who at the present time is 
experiencing just what you have des- 
cribed: active church work but no as- 
surance or peace. Under the circum- 
stances your testimony will be likely 
to have more appeal than the most 








carefully prepared and presented ex- 
position of theological truth. A great 
many people today feel that they have 
had plenty of preaching about possibi- 
lities; what they want is evidence, and 
that is the primary function of a testi- 
mony; I’ve tried it and it works. 

I do not mean to imply, however, 
that preaching in its place is ineffect- 
ual in outdoor meetings or in any other 
sphere of Christian work. A clear, con- 
cise presentation of Romans 3:23, am- 
plified by appropriate illustrations, 
will serve admirably to demonstrate 
the basic fact of life which all men 
must face: namely, that the best a man 
can do outside of Christ is sinful in 
God’s sight and therefore abhorrent 
to Him. The ministry of a simple, con- 
secrated exposition of the Word of God 
to a lost world is as well exemplified in 
the life, and particularly the letters, of 
Paul as is the use he made of his per- 
sonal experience on the road to Da- 
mascus. Both were effective then and 
both are extremely needful now. How- 
ever, neither can fulfill the function of 
the other. 


Know Who 


ere are ten familiar quotations from the 

Bible. You’ve heard them used time and 
time again—but do you know who first said 
them? When you give up, turn to page 17 
for the answers. Give yourself ten points for 
each right score. 


1. The Lord watch between me and thee, 
when we are absent one from another. 

2. Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, 

and to hearken than the fat of rams, 

Be sure your sin will find you out. 

4. The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken 
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We have been called of the Lord 
into a two-fold service both aspects of 
which are of greatest effectiveness 
when used in mutual support of each 
other. You will find this particularly 
true when speaking to a friend pri- 
vately. The conversation will prob- 
ably take several turns; many different 
topics will be discussed and sundry 
questions will be asked. Some of these 
questions can best be answered by di- 
rect reference to the Word of God and 
a brief explanation of some relevant 
passage of Scripture while others will 
find-a solution more readily through 
the relating of some personal experi- 
ence of yours where God definitely 
worked in your life. 

Of course it goes without saying 
that on every occasion, in both testi- 
mony and message, we shall proclaim 
the way of Salvation either explicitly 
or by implication for the benefit of 
those who have not as yet accepted 
Christ as their personal Saviour; but 
this can be done in many different 
ways depending upon the situation and 
audience. 


Said It? 


away; blessed be the name of the Lord. 
All things come of Thee, O Lord; and 


of thine own have we given thee. 


nr 


6. Freely ye have received, freely give. 

7. Man looketh on the outward appear 
ance, but the Lord looketh on the heart. 

8. As for me and my house, we will serve 
the Lord. 

g. Ye were as a firebrand plucked out of 
the burning. 

10. Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do 
it with thy might. 
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TEACHERS 
WANTED 


BY VIRGINIA LOWELL 
AND Tom Parks, Pu.D. 


T NEARLY every large university one 
XN can find evangelical teachers, 
either faculty members or graduate 
students. Because they are in many 
fields, they are in a position to wield 
a mighty influence for Christ. But how 
many of them buy up their opportuni- 
ties? 

The authors don’t claim to have 
bought up all of theirs, but after sev- 
eral years’ teaching at one of the larg- 
er state universities they begin to see 
possibility in their profession. This 
article is therefore being presented as 
a challenge and an encouragement to 
those who are now teaching in uni- 
versities or looking forward with fear 
to work on an antagonistic campus 
while earning graduate degrees. 

The most obvious place for the 
teacher to witness is the classroom. 
And the most obvious time to begin is 
the first day. 

Don’t forget to pray before the class 
meets, Then go ahead; just how de- 
pends of course on the subject one is 
teaching. 

In English, the first day often in- 
cludes a speech of introduction by each 
member. One teacher habitually 
makes the first speech of the hour— 
introducing herself and including her 


chief interest: showing people the way. 


to everlasting happiness. Students al- 
most invariably mention religion 
when they speak—and the teacher has 
a line on each one, which she careful- 
ly records. In history the first day 
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ABOVE. Virginia Lowell, co-author of this a 
ticle, with some of her students at U. of Illinois 
She thinks Christian profs aren’t on the ball iz 
using opportunities, 


ABOVE. Personal friendliness is the big thing 
Don’t be afraid to rent a bike or a ping pon} 
paddle if it means a chance to talk about wha 
Christ means to you. 


ABOVE. Regular counseling hours can be di 
rected to personal spiritual problems. The Eng 
lish teacher need not confine the discussion 
the use of the comma. 





might be used to set the students right 
on the beginnings. But whatever the 
approach, the important point to get 
across is your interest in spiritual 
things. This serves two purposes: an 
encouragement to any Christians in 
the class and an opening wedge with 
others. 

During the course of the semester, 
then, the teacher can take advantage 
of current topics or special events. For 
example, even a chemistry quiz on 
Good Friday included a question on 
the origin and significance of the day; 
two students refused to answer—one 
thought it too sacred a subject—but 
an opportunity was given the instruc- 
tor to discourse on the gospel for ten 
minutes. 

The regular work of every course 
affords opportunity for a definite appli- 
cation of the gospel. A sociology class 
should learn that, whatever good ex- 
ternal reform may do, heart change 
is the important thing. An illustration 
for permutation and combination in a 
mathematics class can easily be taken 
from the prophecies of the Old Testa- 
ment. A professor in a city college has 
his students calculate the probability 
of the fulfillment of the prophecies of 
Isaiah 53; this not only shows the ac- 
curacy of the Bible but also directs at- 
tention to the object of the prophecies. 

In any of the scientific subjects there 
is room for a discussion of design in 
the physical world: the structure of 





V irginia Lowell and Tom Parks have 
been.thinking about these things for a 
long time, finally got down to writing them. 
The result is well worth reading for Chris- 
tian professor and student alike. Virginia 
is a Ph.D. candidate in English at the Uni- 
versity of Illinois. Parks received his Ph.D. 
in chemistry last spring, is now in Califor- 
nia industry. 
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crystals, the density of water, the third 
law of thermodynamics, etc. 

Any literature course affords op- 
portunity for stressing the high liter- 
ary quality of the Bible—and the 
Christian teacher will not stop with- 
out testimony to the truth of its mes- 
sage. 

Of course these are not all the pos- 
sibilities; every course has places for 
testimony. 

All of this is but a beginning. The 
harvest of the seed sown in class comes 
through personal contact. If the course 
involves laboratory work, there is ev- 
ery opportunity for a quiet discussion 
of spiritual things. An opening is easy: 
every student likes to talk about his 
home town and church: this can lead 
to what a church should teach; then an 
invitation can be given to Inter-Var- 
sity or to a live young people’s group. 

Regular counseling hours can be di- 
rected to even more personal problems 
than can be discussed in a laboratory. 
The English teacher need not confine 
the discussion to the use of a comma 
should the student write his theme on 
“My Philosophy of Life or Why Go 
to Church Anyway?” (And the teach- 
er will be sure there are such topics 
to choose from: ) 

The presence of a Bible or a scrip- 
ture calendar often directs conversa- 
tion into important channels. Either 
the laboratory or the office is a good 
place to give students “Fourteen Prom- 
inent Collegians Look at Life’ and ask 
them to read it and give you an opin- 
ion. Of course foreign students can be 
questioned as to their possession of a 
Bible and very often are pleased with 
a copy in their native tongue; simi- 
larly, Jewish students are often inter- 
ested in a speical prophetic edition of 
the New Testament. 

Personal friendliness is the big 
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thing. Don’t be afraid to buy a coke 
for a student or rent a ping pong ball 
if it means a chance to present Jesus 
Christ. One Jewish boy remarked that 
he had never been treated in a friendly 
fashion before; this gave opportunity 
to present the One who was born a Jew 
and gave His gospel “to the Jew first.” 

A friendly attitude encourages a 
student to come up just to talk: and 
once he has spoken of topics outside of 
the course, common courtesy demands 
that he listen to you talk too. Then be 
sure your talking counts. 

The immediate problem to all of 
this is “apple polishing”; but if the in- 
structor treats everyone in an inform- 
al, friendly fashion he need not worry 
—nor need anyone else—if some stu- 
dents take more frequent advantage 





than others of his openness for conver- 
sation, 

Above all, don’t forget that you have 
a job to do. Every class period, every 
conference, every chance meeting is an 
opportunity to be taken or forever 
lost. If this truth grips you, there is 
no place for a negative attitude or de- 
featism. It’s fine to be a Christian 
teacher, but that is not enough. Chris- 
tianity must have Christian teachers 
who will accept the challenge of a ma- 
terialistic .philosophy, hold each stu- 
dent up before the Lord in prayer, and 
battle for and win spiritual victories. 

Don’t be satisfied to prepare your 
students to earn a living in this life; 
rather remember that the best thing 
you can do for them is to get them es- 
tablished for the next. 
























Most gladly I give the testimony of my experience concerning the memor- 
izing of Scripture. To me it has been an unfailing help in doubt, anxiety, 
sorrow, and all the countless vicissitudes and problems of life. I believe in it 
enough to have devoted many, many hours to stowing away passages where 
I can neither leave them behind me nor be unable to get at them. 


The Word of God is the Christian soldier’s best weapon, and it is essential 
to have it with him always. In doubt it decides; in consultation it directs; in 
anxiety it reassures; in sorrow it comforts; in failure it encourages; in defense 
it protects; in offense it is mightier than the mighty. 


Facing death alone on a floating piece of ice on a frozen ocean, the com- 
radeship it afforded me supplied all I needed. It stood by me like the truest 
of true friends that it is. With my whole soul I commend to others the giving 
of some little time each day to secure the immense returns it offers and in- 
sures.—Dr. Wilfred T. Grenfell of Labrador—The Covenanter Witness. 




































ANCIENT? 


Many laugh at the old joke that “the King 
James’ Version was good enough for the 
Apostle Paul and it’s good enough for me” 
—but still use the 1611 version exclusively. 

You are missing a lot if you are neglect- 
ing other translations. Don’t be afraid of 
modern versions of the New Testament; 
they’re nothing new. The language of the 
Greek New Testament was of the most 
everyday variety—not the speech of the 
literati at all. And the Authorized Version 
was once the most modern English transla- 
tion known. Eps. 


By E. E. Carrns, Pxu.D. 
_ one realizes that thousands 
( 


of Greek New Testament manu- 
scripts have come to light in the last 
three centuries, and that our under- 
standing of Greek grammar has in- 
creased greatly during that time, it 
is obvious that the modern versions 
can render the original more exactly 
than was possible in 1611. Modern ver- 
sions also eliminate the danger of mis- 
understanding the older English in 
words such as let in Romans 1:13, 
which meant prevent in James I’s day, 
but now means permit. 
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WHICH TRANSLATION SHOULD YOU USE? 
MODERN? 


Evidence of the value of modern col- 
loquial translations of the New Testa- 
ment is the fact that twenty-five new 
translations and revisions of transla- 
tions have appeared in English since 
1900. 

Four modern English translations, 
more widely used than most of the 
others, are: 

The Twentieth Century New Testa- 
ment; Richard F. Weymouth, The New 
Testament in Modern Speech; James 
Moffat, New Testament; and Edgar J. 
Goodspeed, The New Testament. 
Cheap cloth board editions useful for 
study purposes can be obtained in most 
bookstores or from denominational 
publishing houses. 


The Twentieth Century New Testa- 
ment, first published in 1898, was a 
pioneer in the field. Mrs. Mary Higgs 
of England was asked by her young 
child in 1890, “Mother, what is the 
Holy Ghost?” When assured God’s 
good Spirit was meant, he was com- 
forted; but he asked why the Bible did 
not use the word “Spirit.” Mrs. Higgs 
wrote to W. T. Stead, editor of the Re- 
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view of Reviews, suggesting the need 
of a new translation. He put her in 
touch with others of like interest, and 
by November 1891, twenty scholars 
were working anonymously without 


‘ pay on the translation. They arranged 


the books in the most generally ac- 
cepted chronological order with an- 
alyses and topic headings which en- 
able the reader to follow the progres- 
sion of doctrine or to study Paul’s writ- 
ings in their chronological order. 
Chapter and verse numbers were 
moved to the margin, paragraphs were 
inserted, and conversation was put in 
quotations—all of this to encourage 
reading of whole books rather than 
selections or chapters. 

Richard Weymouth, a Baptist lay- 
man and a fellow of Lincoln College, 
London, published his translation in 
1903. His careful rendering of the 
Greek tenses gives a new appreciation 
of the spiritual values in New Testa- 
ment verbs. His translation in Romans 
5:1: “Let us enjoy peace with God” 
adds the concept of the continuing re- 
sults of justification to the King James’ 
‘We have peace.” 

In 1913, James Moffat, a noted New 
Testament teacher and Church histor- 
ian, published a modern speech ver- 
sion which has appealed to many. One 
using Moffat should check his inter- 
pretations with the American Revised 
version because in some places his in- 
terpretations are at variance with con- 
servative Christianity. His translation 
of Matthew 1:16“... Joseph (to whom 
the Virgin Mary was betrothed) the 
father of Jesus...” could be inter- 
preted as a denial of the Virgin Birth. 

Americans felt that these transla- 
tions were for the English, whose col- 
loquial speech differed from that of 
Americans. For that reason transla- 
tions in the best American idiom were 
demanded. Edgar J. Goodspeed in 1923 


published his The New Testament— 
An American Translation. 

Quotations from a few passages will 
illustrate the spiritual riches to be 
gained from the new translations. The 
Twentieth Century New Testament 
translation of Philippians 4:11 is ‘For, 
I, however I am placed, have learnt to 
be independent of circumstances.” 
Paul was independent of external 
needs because he was internally de- 
pendent on the indwelling Christ who 
enabled him to say, “I can do every- 
thing in the strength of Him whe 
makes me strong.” 


The pagan idea of making material 
things primary in life is aptly phrased 
by Moffat’s rendering of Matthew 6:32 
by “Pagans make all that (food, drink, 
and clothes) their aim in life.” The 
cause of this concern for the material 
life is expressed in the fine transla- 
tion of Romans 3:18 as “There is no 
reverence for God before their eyes.” 
Philippians 3:20 becomes luminous as 
“We are a colony of heaven.” The be- 
havior of a colonist from heaven on 
earth, who retains his link with his 


THESE MEN 
READ THEIR BIBLES 


OUNG man, my advice to you is that you 
cultivate an acquaintance with, and a 

firm belief in the Holy Scriptures. 
—BENJAMIN FRANKLIN 


After much experience of bad and good, 
of religion and irreligion, I assure you with 
the full force of the conviction of a lifetime 
that to one who has mastered the Word of 
God, even imperfectly, it brings a light, a 
motive, a strength and a support which 
nothing else does. 

—ApMIRAL ALFRED T. MAHAN 

During my captivity in Sian I asked 
but one thing—a copy of the Bible... I had 
ample opportunity for reading and medi- 
tation. The greatness and love of Christ 
burst upon me. 

GENERAL CHIANG KalI-SHEK 





mother country, becomes a matter of 
privilege and responsibility. 

Matthew 6:33 gets added meaning 
in Weymouth’s translation, ‘Make his 
Kingdom and righteousness your chief 
aim.” Christ’s reception in His world 
(John 1:11-13) by His people—the 
Jews—is made crystal clear when one 
reads, ‘“‘He came to the things that were 
His own, and His own people gave 
Him no welcome.” (John 1:11 Wey- 
mouth). How important a holy life 
becomes in view of I Cor. 3:11 (Wey- 
mouth), “Do you not know that you 
are God’s sanctuary, and that the 
Spirit of God has His home within 
you!” 

Notice how delicately Goodspeed 
describes the Virgin Birth: “Mary, his 
mother, was engaged to Joseph, but be- 
fore they were married it was found 
that she was about to become a mother 
through the influence of the Holy 
Spirit” (Matthew 1:18). 

These translations, with pages laid 
out in paragraph form, with chapter 
and verse numbers in the margin, en- 
courage reading of a whole book at a 
time as the original authors of Scrip- 
ture intended. They are superior to 
commentaries for they are not merely 
words about the text, but the best in- 
terpretation of the Greek text these 
devout and trained scholars can make. 
Often comparison with the King James’ 
or American Revised versions, will 





bring out truth that could not be ob- 
tained from a single version. The use 
in the translations of English equiva- 
lents for titles, weights, coins and mea- 
sures of time and space is especially 
helpful. Sources of Old Testament quo- 
tations are clearly indicated in most 
of these translations. 

Most people will still prefer the 
beautiful style of the King James’ Ver- 
sion for purposes of Scripture memori- 
zation and for public reading. The 
American or English Revised versions 
can be used to check the accuracy of 
the translations, for they are the best 
available English translations of the 
Greek text. But comparison of these 
standard versions with the new trans- 
lations will make many hitherto ob- 
scure passages glow with spiritual 
light and warmth. 

Weymouth is good for accurate ren- 
dering of Greek tenses, helpful notes, 
and fine spiritual insights; the Twen- 
tieth Century translation, for fresh and 
original interpretation; Goodspeed, for 
clarity of thought and expression; and 
Moffat, for provoking new ideas. My 
own favorites are the translations by 
Weymouth and Goodspeed which I 
feel are respectively the best of the 
English and American modern speech 
translations. 

Experiences of the burning heart 
(Luke 24:32) will become more num- 
erous as we let the Word of God be- 
come its own interpreter. 


QUIZ ANSWERS 


Give up? Here are the answers to the “Who Said?” quiz on page 11 


Laban (Gen. 31:49) 
Samuel (I Sam. 15:22) 
Moses (Num. 32:23) 
Job (Job 1:21) 

David (I Chron, 29:14) 
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6. The Lord Jesus Christ (Matt. 10:8) 
7. The Lord (I Sam. 16:7) 

8. Joshua (Josh. 24:15) 

g. Amos (Amos 4:11) 

10. Solomon (Ecc. 9:10) 


































A Marine chaplain tells about an unforgettable experience 


de Sans swith WM. Mamashive 


By Lr. Roger McSnane, 

ESTERDAY I had about the most in- 
Secs experience of my entire 
Japan. I went down on my 
weekly visit to our detachments on the 
Shimabara peninsula, taking my as- 
sistant, Ed Osenga, along. We had an 
open jeep and a cold ride. I had ar- 
ranged in advance for a communion 
service to be held in Shimabara at the 
small hotel where about sixty-five of 
our men are living, and asked the lieu- 
tenant in command there to invite Mr. 
Suzuki, a Harvard grad., to attend, 
since he had indicated a strong desire 
to do so. 

When we arrived about 12:45, I was 
surprised to find another nicely- 
dressed Japanese man in a neat busi- 
ness suit with immaculate white collar 
and dark tie, who was introduced to 
me as the local Presbyterian minister. 
I had heard there was a tiny Protes- 
tant church, but I knew neither that it 
was Presbyterian nor that it had a 
minister. He gave me his card—‘‘Mr. 
Kaworu Yamashiro” was penned in 
English beside the Japanese characters. 
He was really an Okinawan by birth 
and home, had come to Japan in 1943 


time in 


Chaplain, U.S.M.C. 





for a brief visit and not been able to 
return. Practically everything he said 
Mr. Suzuki had to interpret, although 
occasionally I could get a few words of 
his English attempts. He was very 
humble in attitude, but tremendously 
thrilled to meet an American Presby- 
terian minister. I hope he realized I 
enjoyed meeting him equally. He was 
a remarkably earnest and friendly per- 
son, and I liked him immensely from 
the first moment I met him. 

After a few minutes’ visit, I prepared 
for the service. I asked Mr. Yamashiro 
to lead in prayer in his own language, 
saying that we would be able to pray 
with him in spirit even if not under- 
standing all his specific petitions. Later 
Mr. Suzuki told me that he prayed, 
“Jesus, Thou art our only Saviour, the 
only Hope of a lost world. Help us both 
in Japan and America to bind our 
hearts and lives to Thee.” Also he 
prayed for the American soldiers far 
from home and for their loved ones at 
home. He sang wholeheartedly on the 
hymns, “Holy, Holy, Holy,” and “Rock 
of Ages,” as did Suzuki. I served them 
communion along with the men. 








After the service, we went with 
Yamashiro and Suzuki, and one of the 
officers of the detachment there, out 
to see his little church. I was quite 
amazed to find it a small chapel such 
as we would build, set beautifully just 
beyond a small creek and bridge from 
the surrounding dwellings. The cross 
atop a steeple was a striking sight. 

Inside and out the building was 
plain almost to the point of barren- 
ness, but immaculate. Pews of slight- 
ly smaller size than our usual Ameri- 
can pews could seat about eighty to a 
hundred people, although the total di- 
mensions of the building were only 
about 20x35 feet or perhaps only 18x30 
feet. A nice pulpit in front held a large 
Japanese Bible and a small blackboard 
at one side of the tiny platform car- 
ried the order of worship for the pre- 
ceding Sunday. Mr. Suzuki read it to 
us—it began with the hymn “Holy, 
Holy, Holy” then a psalter reading 
(from their small hymn books), the 
Apostles’ Creed, another hymn, Scrip- 
ture and prayer, a third hymn, the ser- 
mon, a fourth hymn (“Rise Up, O Men 


of God”), and a final psalter reading. 
The service must have been at least 
an hour in duration. 

Rev. Yamashiro seized his hymn- 
book and pointed to the writer of that 
last hymn, Merrill by name, who had 
been at his seminary in Tokyo to speak 
while he was there; and that hymn 
had been a favorite of his ever since, 
he said. There was a foot pedal organ 
which they apparently do not use 
much, having no one to play it, for he 
was delighted when my assistant sat 
down and played several hymns from 
one of our little hymnbooks (which I 
had along in the jeep outside and 
brought in). 

We sang two or three hymns, with 
Suzuki and Yamashiro joining in— 
Yamashiro singing in Japanese. Ed 
happened to have turned to “O Come 
All Ye Faithful.”” Yamashiro found 
that in his Jap hymnbook and he and 
Suzuki sang it from that. The Marine 
officers and two enlisted men with us 
sang with me. I am sure I’1l remember 
that scene for a long time. 


Jap Helps Yank Find Christ 


This is a true story of a young American 
pilot who was led to accept Jesus Christ as 
his Saviour because of the testimony of a 
Japanese submarine captain. 

He had been shot down in the Pacific over 
enemy waters, finally being picked up by a 
Japanese submarine. He and his compan 
ions were treated well, but grilled by the 
captain to get as much military information 
as possible. Evidently satisfied that he had 
all the information he could expect from 
the young Americans, the captain decided 
to let them go. The pilot was called into 
the skipper’s quarters before his release. 

“Before I let you go,” said the captain, “I 


would like to ask you a question. Are you a 
Christian?” The lad answered that he 
wasn’t. 

“Would you listen while I tell you how 
you can become a Christian?” 

Answering in the affirmative, the pilot 
listened as his Japanese captor told him 
the sweet story of redeeming grace. As a re- 
sult, the young man took Christ as his own 
personal Saviour in the presence of the Jap 
anese submarine commander. Having wit- 
nessed to the boys, the skipper released the 
Americans, setting them on a life raft near 
a friendly island. 

The Seattle Rallycaster 
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the Lite that Wins 


By Cuartes G. TRUMBULL, former editor, The Sunday School Times 


‘a is only one life that wins; and 
that is the life of Jesus Christ. 
Every man may have that life; every 
man may live that life. 

I do not mean that every man may 
be Christlike; I mean something very 
much better than that. I do not mean 
that a man may always have Christ’s 
help; I mean something better than 
that. I do not mean that a man may 
have power from Christ; I mean some- 
thing very much better than power. 
And I do not mean that a man shall be 
merely saved from his sins and kept 
from sinning; I mean something better 
than even that victory. 


To explain what I do mean, I must 
simply tell you a very personal and re- 
cent experience of my own. I think I 
am correct when I say that I have 
known more than most men know 
about failure, about betrayals and dis- 
honorings of Christ, about disobed- 
ience to heavenly vision, about con- 
scious fallings short of that which I 
knew Christ was expecting of me. Not 
a great while ago I should have had to 


AN ARTICLE OF PARTICULAR IMPORTANCE FOR EVERY READER OF HIS 


stop just there, and only say I hoped 
that some day I would be led out of all 
that into something better. If you had 
asked me how, I would have had to say 
I did not know. But thanks be to His 
long-suffering patience and infinite 
love and mercy, I do not have to stop 
there, but I can go on to speak of some- 
thing more than a miserable story of 
personal failure and disappointment. 

The conscious needs of my life, be- 
fore there came the new experience of 
Christ of which I would tell you, were 
definite enough. Three stand out. 

1. There were great fluctuations in 
my spiritual life, in my conscious 
closeness of fellowship with God. 
Sometimes I would be on the heights 





This article, appearing originally in the 
Sunday School Times, has been translated 
into 16 languages and used around the 
world. It is available in pamphlet form 
from the Sunday School Times Company, 
235 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5, Pennsyl- 


vania. Price, 2 cents each, 20 cents a dozen. 
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spiritually; sometimes I would be in 
the depths. A strong, arousing conven- 
tion, a stirring, searching address from 
some consecrated, victorious Christian 
leader of men; a searching, Spirit- 
filled book, or the obligation to do a 
difficult piece of Christian service my- 
self, with the preparation in prayer 
that it involved, would lift me up; and 
I would stay up—for a while—and 
God would seem very close and my 
spiritual life deep. But it wouldn’t last. 
Sometimes by some single failure be- 
fore temptation, sometimes by a grad- 
ual downhill process, my best exper- 
iences would be lost, and I would find 
myself back on the lower levels. And 
a lower level is a perilous place for 
a Christian to be, as the Devil showed 
me over and over again. 

It seemed to me that it ought to be 
possible for me to live habitually on 
a high plane of close fellowship with 
God, as I saw certain other men doing, 
and as I was not doing. Those men 
were exceptional, to be sure; they were 
in the minority among the Christians 
whom I knew. But I wanted to be in 
that minority. Why shouldn’t we all 
be, and turn it into a majority? 


2. Another conscious lack of my life 
was in the matter of failure before be- 
setting sins. I was not fighting a win- 
ning fight in certain lines. Yet if Christ 
was not equal to a winning fight, what 
were my Christian beliefs and profes- 
sions good for? I did not look for per- 
fection. But I did believe that I could 
be enabled to win in certain directions 
habitually, yes, always, instead of un- 
certainly and interruptedly, the vic- 
tories interspersed with crushing and 
humiliating defeats. Yet I had prayed, 
oh, so earnestly, for deliverance; and 
the habitual deliverance had not come. 


PEOPLE 
WEREN'T GETTING SAVED 

3. A third conscious lack was in the 
matter of dynamic, convincing spirit- 
ual power that would work miracle 
changes in other men’s lives. I was 
doing a lot of Christian work—had 
been at it ever since I was a boy of 
fifteen. I was going through the mo- 
tions—-oh, yes. So can anybody. I was 
even doing personal work—the hard- 
est kind of all; talking with people, 
one by one, about giving themselves 
to my Saviour! But I wasn’t seeing re- 
sults, Once in a great while I would see 
a little in the way of result, of course; 
but not much. I didn’t see lives made 
over by Christ, revolutionized, turned 
into firebrands for Christ themselves, 
because of my work; and it seemed to 
me I ought to. Other men did, why not 
I? I comforted myself with the old 
assurance (so much used by the Devil) 
that it wasn’t for me to see results; 
that I could safely leave that to the 
Lord if I did my part. But this didn’t 
satisfy me, and I was sometimes heart- 
sick over the spiritual barrenness of 
my Christian service. 

About a year before, I had begun, in 
various ways, to get intimations that 
certain men to whom I looked up as 
conspicuously blessed in their Chris- 
tian service seemed to have a concep- 
tion or consciousness of Christ that I 
did not have—that was beyond, bigger, 
deeper than any thought of Christ I 
had ever had. I rebelled at the sugges- 
tion when it first came to me. How 
could anyone have a better idea of 
Christ than I? (I am just laying bare 
to you the blind, self-satisfied work- 
ings of my sin-stunted mind and 
heart.) Did I not believe in Christ and 
worship Him as the Son of God and 
one with God? Had I not accepted 
Him as my personal Saviour more than 
twenty years before? Did I not believe 


that in Him alone was eternal life, 
and was I not trying to live in His 
service, giving my whole life to Him? 
Did I not ask His help and guidance 
constantly, and believe that in Him 
was my only hope? Was I not cham- 
pioning the very cause of the highest 
possible conception of Christ, by con- 
ducting in the columns of The Sun- 
day School Times a symposium on the 
Deity of Christ, in which the leading 
Bible scholars of the world were testi- 
fying to their personal belief in Christ 
as God? All this I was doing: how 
could a higher or better conception of 
Christ than mine be possible? I knew 
that I needed to serve Him far better 
than I had ever done; but that I 
needed a new conception of Him I 
would not admit. 


TANTALIZED BY 
AN ELUSIVE SECRET 

And yet it kept coming at me, from 
directions that I could not ignore. I 
heard from a preacher of power a ser- 
mon on Ephesians 4:12, 13; “Unto the 
building up of the body of Christ; till 
we all attain unto the unity of the 
faith, and of the knowledge of the Son 
of God, unto a fullgrown man, unto the 
measure of the stature of the fulness of 
Christ”; and as I followed it I was 
amazed, bewildered. I couldn’t follow 
him. He was beyond my depth. He was 
talking about Christ, unfolding Christ, 
in a way that I admitted was utterly 
unknown to me. Whether he was right 
or wrong I wasn’t quite ready to say 
that night; but if he was right, then 
I was wrong. 

Later I read another sermon by this 
same man on “Paul’s Conception of 
the Lord Jesus Christ.” As I read it, 
IT was conscious of the same uneasy 
realization that he and Paul were talk- 
ing about a Christ whom I simply did 
not know. Could they be right? If they 


were right, how could I get their know- 
ledge? 

One day I came to know another 
minister whose work among men had 
been greatly blessed. I learned from 
him that what he counted his greatest 
spiritual asset was his habitual con- 
sciousness of the actual presence of 
Jesus. Nothing so bore him up, he said, 
as the realization that Jesus was al- 
ways with him in actual presence; and 
that this was so, independent of his 
own feelings, independent of his de- 
serts, and independent of his own no- 
tions as to how Jesus would manifest 
His presence. Moreover, he said that 
Christ was the home of his thoughts. 
Whenever his mind was free from 
other matters, it would turn to Christ; 
and he would talk aloud to Christ 
when he was alone—on the street, any- 
where—as easily and naturally as to a 
human friend. So real tb him was Jesus’ 
actual presence. 


Some months later I was in Edin- 
burgh, attending the World Mission- 
ary Conference, and I saw that one 
whose writings had helped me greatly 
was to speak to men Sunday afternoon 
on “The Resources of the Christian 
Life.” I went eagerly to hear him. I 
expected him to give us a series of 
definite things that we could do to 
strengthen our Christian life; and I 
knew I needed them. But his opening 
words showed me my mistake, while 
they made my heart leap with a new 
joy. What he said was something like 
this: 

“The resources of the Christian life, 
mv friends, are just—Jesus Christ.” 

That was all. But that was enough. 
I hadn’t grasped it yet; but it was what 
all these men had been trying to tell 
me. Later, as I talked with the speaker 
about my personal needs and difficul- 
ties, he said, earnestly and simply, 
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“Oh, Mr. Trumbull, if we would only 
step out upon Christ in a more daring 
faith, He could do so much more for 
us.” 

Before leaving Great Britain I was 
confronted once more with the thought 
that was beyond me, a Christ whom I 
did not yet know, in a sermon that a 
friend of mine preached in his London 
church on a Sunday evening in June. 
His text was Philippians 1:21, “To me 
to live is Christ.” It was the same 
theme—the unfolding of “the life that 
is Christ,’’ Christ as the whole life and 
the only life. I did not understand all 
that he said, and I knew vaguely that 
I did not have as my own what he was 
telling us about. But I wanted to read 
the sermon again, and I brought the 
manuscript away with me when I left 
him. 


A CRISIS 
AND A TRANSFORMATION 


It was about the middle of August 
that a crisis came with me. I was at- 
tending a young people’s missionary 
conference, and was faced by a week of 
daily work there for which I knew I 
was miserably, hopelessly unfit and in- 
competent, for the few weeks previous 
had been one of my periods of spirit- 
ual let-down, not up-lift, with all the 
loss and failure and defeat that such 
a time is sure to record. 

The first evening that I was there a 
missionary bishop spoke to us on the 
Water of Life. He told us that it was 
Christ’s wish and purpose that every 
follower of His should be a wellspring 
of living, gushing water of life all the 
time to others, not intermittently, not 
interruptedly, but with continuous 
and irresistible flow. We have Christ's 
own word for it, he said, as he quoted, 
“He that believeth on me, from within 
him shall flow rivers of living water.” 
He told how some have a little of the 
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water of life, bringing it up in small 
bucketfuls and at intervals, like the ir- 
rigating water-wheel of India, with a 
good deal of creaking and grinding; 
while from the lives of others it flows 
all the time in a life-bringing, abun- 
dant stream that nothing can -stop. 
And he described a little old native 
woman in the East whose marvelous 
ministry in witnessing for Christ put 
to shame those of us who listened. Yet 
she had known Christ for only a year. 


The next morning, Sunday, alone in 
my room, I prayed it out with God, as 
I asked Him to show me the way out. 
If there was a conception of Christ that 
I did not have, and that I needed be- 
cause it was the secret of some of these 
other lives I had seen or heard of, a 
conception better than any I had yet 
had, and beyond me, I asked God to 
five it to me. I had with me the ser- 
mon I had heard, “Jo me to live is 
Christ,” and I rose from my knees and 
studied it. Then I prayed again. And 
God, in His long-suffering patience, 
forgiveness, and love, gave me what I 
asked for. He gave me a new Christ— 
wholly new in the conception and con- 
sciousness of Christ that now became 
mine. 

Wherein was the change? It is hard 
to put it into words, and yet it is, oh, 
so new, and real, and wonderful, and 
miracle-working in both my own life 
and the lives of others. 

To begin with, I realized for the 
first time that the many references 
throughout the New Testament to 
Christ in you, and you in Christ, Christ 
our life, and abiding in Christ, are 
literal, actual, blessed fact, and not 
figures of speech. How the 15th chapter 
of John thrilled with new life as I read 
it now! And the 3rd of Ephesians, 14 
to 21. And Galatians 2:20. And Philip- 
pians 1:21. 
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What I mean is this: I had always 
known that Christ was my Saviour; but 
I had looked upon Him as an external 
Saviour, one who did a saving work for 
me from outside, as it were; one who 
was ready to come close alongside and 
stay by me, helping me in all that I 
needed, giving me power and strength 
and salvation. But now I knew some- 
thing better than that. At last I real- 
ized that Jesus Christ was actually and 
literally within me; and even more 
than that: that He had constituted 
Himself my very life, taking me into 
union with Himself,—my body, mind, 
and spirit,—while I still had my own 
identity and free will and full moral 
responsibility. Was not this better than 
having Him as a helper, or even than 
having Him as an external Saviour: to 
have Him, Jesus Christ, God the Son, 
as my own very life? It meant that I 
need never again ask Him to help me 
as though He were one and I another; 
but rather simply to do His work, His 
will, in me, and with me, and through 
me. My body was His, my mind His, 
my will His, my spirit His; and not 
merely His, but literally a part of 
Him; what he asked me to recognize 
was, “I have been crucified with Christ, 
and it is no longer I that live, but 
Christ liveth in me.” Jesus Christ had 
constituted Himself my life—not as a 
figure of speech, remember, but as a 
literal, actual fact, as literal as the fact 
that a certain tree has been made into 
this desk on which my hand rests. For 
“your bodies are members of Christ”; 
and “ye are the body of Christ.” 

Do you wonder that Paul could say 
with tingling joy and exultation, “To 
me to live is Christ”? He did not say, as 
I had mistakenly been supposing I 
must say, “To me to live is to be Christ- 
like,” nor, ‘“‘To me to live is to have 
Christ’s help,” nor, ‘““To me to live is to 





saw a door 
And meant to go 
Within the room 
Someday. 
I looked around 
And marked the ground 
Lest I forget the way. 
When I returned 
All was the same 
Excepting 
Where before a light had been 
No light was seen 
And God had closed the door. 
—Author unknown 


serve Christ.”’ No; he plunged through 
and beyond all that in the bold, glor- 
ious, mysterious claim, “To me to live 
is Christ.” I had never understood that 
verse before. Now, thanks to His gift 
of Himself, I am beginning to enter 
into a glimpse of its wonderful mean- 
ing. 

And that is how I know for myself 
that there is a life that wins: that it 
is the life of Jesus Christ: and that it 
may be our life for the asking, if we 
let Him—in absolute, unconditional 
surrender of ourselves to Him, our 
wills to His will, making Him the 
Master of our lives as well as our Sav- 
iour—enter in, occupy us, overwhelm 
us with Himself, yea, fill us with Him- 
self “unto all the fulness of God.” 

What has the result been? Did this 
experience give me only a new intel- 
lectual conception of Christ, more in- 
teresting and satisfying than before? If 
it were only that, I should have little 
to tell you today. No; it meant a revo- 
lutionized, fundamentally changed 
life, within and without. If any man 
be in Christ you know, there is a new 
creation. 

Do not think that I am suggesting 
any mistaken, unbalanced theory that, 
when a man receives Christ as the ful- 
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ness of his life, he cannot sin again. 
The “life that is Christ” still leaves 
us our free will; with that free will we 
can resist Christ; and my life, since the 
new experience of which I speak, has 
recorded sins of such resistance. But I 
have learned that the restoration after 
failure can be supernaturally blessed, 
instantaneous, and complete. I have 
learned that, as I trust Christ in sur- 
render, there need be no fighting 
against sin, but complete freedom from 
the power and even the desire of sin. 
I have learned that this freedom, this 
more than conquering is sustained in 
unbroken continuance as I simply re- 
cognize that Christ is my cleansing, 
reigning life. 

The three great lacks or needs of 
which I spoke at the opening have been 
miraculously met. 

1. There has been a fellowship with 
God utterly differing from and infi- 
nitely better than anything I had ever 
known in all my life before. 

2. There has been an utterly new 
kind of victory, victory-by-freedom, 
over certain besetting sins—the old 
ones that used to throttle and wreck 
me—when IT have trusted Christ for 
this freedom. 

3. And, lastly, the spiritual results 
in service have given me such a shar- 
ing of the joy of Heaven as I never 
knew was possible on earth. Six of my 
most intimate friends, most of them 
mature Christians, soon had their lives 
completely revolutionized by Christ, 
laying hold on Him in this new way 
and receiving Him unto all the fulness 
of God. Two of these were a mother 
and a son, the son a young business- 
man, twenty-five years old. Another 
was the general manager of one of the 
large business houses in Philadelphia. 
Though consecrated and active as a 
Christian for years, he began letting 
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Christ work out through him in a new 
way into the lives of his many asso- 
ciates, and of his salesmen all over the 
country. A white-haired man of over 
seventy found a peace in life and a joy 
in prayer that he had long ago given 
up as impossible for him. Life fairly 
teems with the miracle-evidences .of 
what Christ is willing and able to do 
for other lives through anyone who 
just turns over the keys to His complete 
indwelling. 

Jesus Christ does not want to be our 
helper; He wants to be our life. He 
does not want us to work for Him. He 
wants us to let Him do His work 
through us, using us as we use a pencil 
to write with,—better still, using us as 
one of the fingers on His hand. 

When our life is not only Christ’s, 
but Christ, our life will be a winning 
life; for He cannot fail. And a winning 
life is a fruit-bearing life, a serving 
life. It is after all only a small part of 
life, and a wholly negative part, to 
overcome; we must also bear fruit in 
character and in service if Christ is our 
life. And we shall—because Christ is 
our life. “He cannot deny himself”; 
He “came not to be ministered unto, 
but to minister.” An utterly new kind 
of service will be ours now, as we let 
Christ serve others through us, using 
us. And this fruit-bearing and service, 
habitual and constant, must all be by 
faith in Him; our works are the result 
of His Life in us; not the condition, or 
the secret, or the cause of that Life. 

The conditions of thus receiving 
Christ as the fulness of the life are 
simply two—after, of course, our per- 
sonal acceptance of Christ as our Sav- 
iour—through His shed blood and 
death as our Substitute and Sin-Bearer 
—from the guilt and consequences of 
our sin, 

1. Surrender absolutely and uncon- 



























ditionally to Christ as Master of all 
that we are and all that we have, tell- 
ing God that we are now ready to have 
His whole will done in our entire life, 
at every point, no matter what it costs. 

2. Believe that God has set us wholly 
free from the law of sin (Rom. 8:2)— 


not will do this, but has done it. Upon 
this second step, the quiet act of faith, 
all now depends. Faith must believe 
God in entire absence of any feeling or 
evidence. For God’s word is safer, 
better, and surer than any evidence of 
His word. We are to say, in blind, cold 
faith if need be, “I know that my Lord 













methods of the anti-Christian. 


is the way he is. 


Street, Toronto 5, Ontario. 


et Book You Should Read 


Here at last is a new kind of Christian 
the Christian position, it boldly and effectively attacks the assumptions and 


Jesus is meeting all my needs now 
(even my need of faith), because His 
grace is sufficient for me.” 

And remember that Christ Himself 
is better than any of His blessings; bet- 
ter than the power, or the victory, or 
the service, that He grants. Christ 
creates spiritual power; but Christ is 
better than that power. He is God’s 
best; He is God; and we may have 
this best: we may have Christ, yield- 
ing to Him in such completeness and 
abandonment of self that it is no longer 


we that live, but Christ liveth in us. 
Will you thus take Him? 
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‘apologetic.” Instead of defending 
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By Dr. R. E. D. Clark. The author carefully scrutinizes two kinds of ration 
alists and dissects their viewpoints to discover the emotional background of 
their unbelief: Haldane and his fellow thinkers who were brought up as 
anti-Christians and are willing to use any reasonable or unreasonable device 
against it. And those who, like Julian Huxley, have gradually despaired into 
anti-Christian belief. This book will help you understand why the rationalist 


Limited stock on hand. Order your copy today from the Inter-Varsity Chris 
tian Fellowship, Dept. H, 64 E. Lake Street, Chicago 1, Illinois or 1130 Bay 
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phuiation experts atd missdonartes 


By Cuarves MEt.is 


ISSIONARY aviation is now begin- 
Mine to take an active part in 
spreading the Gospel. The Christian 
Airmen’s Missionary Fellowship, work- 
ing in this field and actively organ- 
ized since January of last year, recent- 
ly has been asked to furnish 5 pilots, 2 
mechanics and a radio man to mission- 
ary societies. One pilot, (Betty Greene, 
ex-WASP, See Jan. 1945 HIS) is now 
in Mexico, at the request of an organi- 
zation there, to survey the possibilities 
of using airplanes in that field. Sev- 
eral other mission societies working in 
jungle and mountain areas are begin- 
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ning to realize what airplanes can 
mean to their program. 

Supposedly prohibitive costs, and the 
fear of flying have, until recently, kept 
Christians from even considering the 
airplane as a means of solving the 
transportation problem of the mission- 
aries. In order to correct this condi- 
tion the Christian Airmen’s Mission- 





Chuck Mellis, who writes this article, is 
recently back from the Army, where he was 
an officer in the Air Force. Now in civvies, 
he heads up the work in the midwest of the 
Christian Airmen’s Missionary Fellowship. 
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ary Fellowship publishes a quarterly 
magazine called Missionary Aviation. 
Its purpose is to acquaint Christian 
airmen with opportunities to serve 
their Lord in the field in which they 
are trained and to acquaint mission- 
minded Christians everywhere with 
the practicability, economy, and ef- 
fectiveness of using aircraft in mission 
work, The two issues of the magazine 
published thus far, together with 
monthly prayer letters and more per- 
sonal correspondence, have brought 
enthusiastic comment from many mis- 
sionary sources. 


The Christian Airmen’s Missionary 
Fellowship is not a new mission so- 
ciety—it is strictly a service organiza- 
tion created for the purpose of helping 
the existing gospel-preaching mission 
societies in their aeronautical prob- 
lems. 

In the past year CAMF has grown 
rapidly. The original nucleus of five 
airmen has swelled to more than 200 
active members, some of whom are 
now available for service on the mis- 
sion field. 


Active operations of the organiza- 
tion are being held up by scarcity of 
equipment. Production for war has, in 
the past four years, brought about a 
scarcity in the aircraft types suitable 
for missionary work. Government sur- 
plus aircraft are now available, but 
only in rare cases are these planes 
adaptable to the mission field. The end 
of the war has brought about the re- 
newed production of existing private 
models, as well as the perfection of 
post-war models which will soon be in 
production. The next twelve months 
should see active progress in CAMF 
plans. 


One plane for foreign service will be 
made available through a growing me- 


morial fund which CAMF has been 
asked to administer. This fund was 
started by a war widow whose hus- 
band, a CAMF member who had al- 
ready dedicated his life to the Lord’s 
service on the mission field, was killed 
in action on his 35th mission over Ger- 
many. For a memorial service held in 
his honor, his widow made request that 
instead of sending flowers, friends give 
the equivalent in money to begin the 
fund, 


Many planes will be needed soon to 
utilize this effective means of taking 
the gospel to otherwise inaccessible 
regions. CAMF is appealing to mis- 
sion-minded Christians to help the 
mission societies secure planes in or- 
der that Christian missions will not 
be guilty of “‘too little, too late.” 


Much progress has been made dur- 
ing the past year, but CAMF officials 
point out the difficulties still confront- 
ing them. World unrest makes the in- 
ternational use of airplanes difficult. A 
united front will do much toward se- 
curing the cooperation of foreign and 
territorial governments. 


With many obstacles already over- 
come. and many problems still to be 
solved by prayer, faith and action, 
CAMF stands ready to assist mission- 
ary aviation in every way possible. For 
information concerning membership 
and for CAMF literature write to the 
Christian Airmen’s Missionary Fel- 
lowship, P.O. Box 708, Los Angeles 53, 
California. 


Something to remember: 


Were the 300 millions of India alone to 
pass before you one every second, day and 
night, they would take 9 years to pass. 
Three out of four people in the world have 
not yet heard that God loves them. Most of 
them never will... 





BY VIRGINIA LOWELL 


CCEPTANCE of the Bible as the Word 
Aor God is one of the biggest differ- 
ences between an evangelical student 
and his fellows. Outside the collegiate 
world one often encounters people 
who react with horror to a charge of 
not believing the Bible, though they 
may never have acted on what it 
says—or even read any part of it. But 
college students don’t object to being 
considered heretics; their revered pro- 
fessors lead the way. 

Thus the would-be soul winner on 
the campus often finds himself up a 
blind alley when, to clinch his point, 
he quotes the Scripture only to elicit 
the reply, “Oh, that stuff! I don’t 
think the Bible is always right. Why 
should it be? No other book is!” 

Usually the evangelical student puts 
up but feeble resistance as his friend 
makes bold statements about how anti- 
quated the Bible is, who wrote it, etc. 

Let us look at a few of the state- 
ments commonly quoted ex cathedra 
by students who know nothing about 
the matter. 


to say that the Old Testament 
foretold things that happened later 
and are recorded in the New Testa- 
ment. The trouble with that is there 
aren't any manuscripts of the Old 
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Non-Christian friends sometimes boldly say peculiar things. 


Don't let them fool you! 





Testament from before Christ. Some 
early Christian just wrote up what had 
happened and called his writings ‘pro- 
phecies.’” 

Any book on this subject written be- 
fore 1920 will state the oldest Old 
Testament codex of unquestioned date 
as the 916 a.p. manuscript of the pro- 
phetical books. But in 1924 appeared 
the manuscript designated as P. Baden 
56 which consists of an imperfect leaf 
and two small fragments—all of Exo- 
dus and Deuteronomy; scholars agree 
that the manuscript stems from the 
second century. 

Then in 1931 Chester Beatty an- 
nounced the discovery of twelve (after- 
ward found to be eleven) papyrus 
manuscripts, dating from the second to 
the fifth centuries. Seven of these con- 
tain books of the Old Testament. There 
is a copy of Genesis from the fourth 
century; Isaiah and another copy of 
Genesis from the third century; Eze- 
kiel, Daniel, Esther, and Jeremiah 
from early third or late second cen- 
tury; and Numbers and Deuteronomy 
from the early part of the second cen- 
tury. 

But the oldest of all known Old 
Testament manuscripts is a part of 
Deuteronomy published by Mr. C. H. 
Roberts in 1936. Of it, Professor H. I. 
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Bell, honorary university reader in 
papyrology at Oxford, says that a 
careful consideration of all the evi- 
dence “makes it possible to arrive, with 
an unusual degree of confidence, at the 
conclusion that the Biblical text was 
written about the middle of the second 
century B.C.” Here, then, is a pre- 
Christian manuscript of part of the Old 
Testament. 

A very important early version is the 
Septuagint, a Greek translation of the 
Old Testament begun about 300 B.c. 
(C. H. Roberts’ 200 s.c. fragment of 
Deuteronomy is of this version) and 
completed by 100 A.p. This is the ver- 
sion usually quoted by the Lord and 
the apostles in the New Testament. 

Even these manuscripts stem, of 
course, from some years after the ori- 
ginal was written but it must be re- 
membered that the space between the 
original and the first extant manu- 
script of other ancient books is much 
greater. In the works of Plato or Euri- 
pides, for example, the gap is 1300 and 
1600 years respectively. Yet their au- 
thenticity is not doubted. 


The Pentateuch couldn’t have been 
written by Moses because writing 
didn’t exist then!” 

A statement like this reveals ignor- 
ance of some of the most exciting ar- 
chaeology of this century. Just before 
1900 Sir Leonard Woolley found tab- 
lets of temple records at Ur that date 
about 2000 B.c. At Nippur scholars 
found clay tablets dating 2100 B.c. or 
earlier, and in Egypt they actually 
found papyrus manuscripts datable to 
2200-2000 B.c. 

Yes, there was plenty of writing 
going on in Moses’ day. 


Flew can you believe the Bible 
when there are so many versions and 





all the manuscripts differ so radically? 
Which one do you believe? Or do you 
think God dictated the King James 
version?” 

As far as the Old Testament is con- 
cerned, the Hebrew manuscripts pre- 
sent, as Dr. James Baikie puts it, ‘“‘a 
somewhat dreary uniformity.” This is 
because of the strict Talmudic regula- 
tions laid down for copyists of the 
Scripture. The copies had to be exact— 
to every jot and tittle. (This practice 
in part explains the scarcity of early 
manuscripts; the manuscript which 
had been copied was usually destroyed 
because it was thought that the new 
one—being an exact reproduction on 
new rolls—made the old, tattered one 
valueless. ) 

There are many more variations in 
the manuscripts of the New Testament 
because the copyists were not subject 
to the strict rules of the Talmud. But 
for all this, Sir Frederic G. Kenyon, 
former director of British Museum, 
says, “It is indeed a striking proof of 
the essential soundness of the tradi- 
tion that with all these thousands of 
copies, tracing their ancestry back to 
so many different parts of the earth 
and to conditions of such diverse kinds, 
the variations of text are so entirely 
questions of detail, not of essential sub- 
stance.” Elsewhere he declares, “It 
cannot be too strongly asserted that 
in substance the text of the Bible is 
certain.” 


Dr. H. I. Bell, keeper of the manu- 
scripts and Egerton Librarian, British 
Museum, says, “However far back we 
go... we find always a text which is 
substantially the same as that formed 
by modern scholars from the best of 
the later manuscripts...almost al- 
ways variations concern comparatively 
unimportant points of detail; it is prob- 
ably true to say broadly that no vital 
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Christian doctrine, no basic saying of 
Christ, no central incident in His life, 
depends on a reading about which 
there is any serious textual doubt. 

Dr. James Baikie quotes with ap- 
proval Dr. Kenyon’s conclusion, “The 
Christian can take the whole Bible in 
his hand and say without fear or hesi- 
tation that he holds in it the true Word 
of God, faithfully handed down from 
generation to generation throughout 
the centuries.” 

Dr. Hart in his Introduction to The 
New Testament in the Original Greek, 
says “the amount of what can in any 
sense be called substantial variation 

. can hardly form more than a thou- 
sandth part of the entire text.” 

That is what the best scholars on the 
subject have to say about it. Ask your 
friend to check you in a reference book. 


= aren't any manuscripts of the 
New Testament written during the 
lifetime of eyewitnesses. It was easy, 
when eyewitnesses were dead, for zeal- 
ous Catholics to dream up miracles and 
even a resurrection!” 

Until fairly recently we had no 
manuscript earlier than the fourth 
century. But recent discoveries have 
brought us much closer to the writings 
of the New Testament. 

Greatest of these recent discoveries 


is the Chester Beatty collection. In ad- 
dition to the Old Testament manu- 
scripts which we have discussed, there 
are three New Testament portions: the 
four gospels and Acts in fragmentary 
condition, apparently dating from the 
first half of the third century; a nearly 
complete copy of the Pauline epistles 
which Professor U. Wilcken, foremost 
living papyrologist, dates about 200 
A.p.; and Revelation which Professors 
Wilcken and Bell say possibly belongs 
to the beginning—certainly not after 
the end—of the third century. 

Exciting though this discovery was, 
it leaves us still outside the lifetime of 
Christ’s contemporaries. However, in 
the manuscript designated as Rylands 
St. John (recognized in 1936) we have 
a fragment of a papyrus codex of 
John’s Gospel written in the first half 
of the second century, easily within the 
lifetime of Christ’s contemporaries. 
Many nineteenth century scholars 
thought the Gospel of John a late 
second century work, but allowing 
time for this codex to reach Egypt 
(where it was found) pushes the date 
back to the traditional one. 

The faith by which we accept the 
Bible is something beyond reason. But 
there is much we can know about the 
Scriptures if we are to obey the injunc- 
tion to be “‘wise as serpents.” 


ABOUT PRAYER 


is in God’s hands?— D. R. Davies 


Why pray when you can worry? 


do for Him- 


Satan trembles when he sees the weakest saint upon his knees.—CowPer 


Why should I be disturbed when I am confident that the final issue 


My love for the Lord is not measured by the things I am willing to 
but by the one thing I am not willing to do for Him. 


-ANON. 
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How did you get along with your daily Bible readings in January? Here are the ques- 
tions for your study this month. Note too the memory verse assigned each Sunday; get 
into the fruitful habit of memorizing Scripture. If you didn’t begin using these studies 
last month, start now and notice what a difference it will make in your living. 


FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 1 

Psatm 36:1-12. (1) What is the basic sin 
of a wicked person? Have you learned to 
abhor evil (v.4.) as fully as you love right- 
eousness? cp. Hebrews 1:9. (2) In what 
thoughts does David find comfort when 
confronted with the wickedness of men? 
(3) What substitutes does the world offer 
for each of the divine blessings in vv. 8, 9? 
Can they satisfy you? 


SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 2 

Psat 37:1-15 (1) Meditate upon each ex- 
hortation of this passage, seeking to act in 
obedience to the Lord’s commands. (2) Note 
the contrast between envious fretting at the 
prosperity of the unbeliever with God’s pro- 
mise to those who trust Him; and apply 
to your life today. (3) Observe how fre- 
quently the promise of vv.9,11 occurs 
throughout this psalm, 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 3 

PsaLm 37:16-28 (1) What assurance is 
found here that the Lord has a plan for 
His children and will guide them into it? 
(2) Why should you refuse to let Satan 
make you despair because of your failures? 
(vv. 17, 24.) Read Micah 7:8 (3) What de- 
finite deeds of goodness (v.27) are charac- 
teristic of “the righteous”? (vv.21, 26) Are 
you willing to lend or give away your pos- 
sessions to win friends for the Lord? (4) 
Memorize Psalm 37:4. 

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 4 

Psat 37:29-40 (1) If speech reveals char- 
acter (v. 30), what does your daily conver- 
sation reveal? (2) Contrast the history and 
destiny of the wicked and the righteous. 
(3) What are God’s promises to the right- 
eous? 


TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 5 

PsaLM 39:1-13 (1) When David was under 
God’s correction for iniquity, what resolve 
did he make? (vv. 1,9). Does an unbeliever 
ever hear you complain? (2) Study the 
petitions of David’s prayer. Do you ever 
ask God to show you your need as He 
sees it? (v. 7). 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 6 

PsaLm 40:1-17 (1) Have vv. 1-4 been your 
experience? (2) Note how wv. 6-8 are ap- 
plied to Christ in Heb. 10:5-7. This psalm 
is known as Messianic. Seek to discover 
what is revealed about the Saviour. (3) In 
vv. 16, 17 observe first how the saint should 
act and speak concerning his God, and 
then how God acts in relationship to the 
saint. 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 7 

Psa 41:1-13 (1) This psalm too is Mes- 
sianic. In what connection did Christ quote 
v.g? (John 13:18). (2) With this in mind, 
explain the meaning of “raise me up” in 
v. 10, and “mine enemy” in v. 11. (3) What 
promises are here given to comfort you in 
time of trouble or persecution? 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 8 

PsaLM 42:1-11; 43:1-5 (1) What is the 
only cure for spiritual and mental depres- 
sion? (2) Notice five ways in which David 
pictures God in relationship to himself— 
the God of my life, God my rock, the health 
of my countenance, the God of my strength, 
my exceeding joy. Have I allowed God to 
become all this to me? 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 9 

Psaum 44:1-16 (1) How does the psalmist 
begin this prayer of appeal to God for his 
distressed nation? (2) To whom did Israel 
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and to whom do I give the credit for past 
success? (3) Notice the three tenses of 
faith—past, present and future. (vv. 3, 4, 5) 
Does faith in God condition my attitude to- 
wards the past and the future as well as 
the present? 


SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 10 

Psatm 44:17-26 (1) What is the funda- 
mental problem raised in vv. 9-25? (2) Sug- 
gest some reasons why God allows the right- 
eous to suffer. See John 15:2, Heb. 12:6-11, 
I Peter 1:6,7. (3) Does a loyal heart or 
upright behaviour constitute sufficient basis 
(v.18) for appeal to God? What is the 
only ground upon which we can implore 
His aid? (v. 26). (4.) Memorize Psalm 43:5. 
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 11 

Psa 45:1-17 (1) Who is the King of the 
psalm? What is revealed concerning His 
throne and character? (2) Who is the 
queen? Read Rev, 19:6-8. (3) Does my 
love for the King make me willing to put 
Him before my family? (v. 10). 


TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 12 

Psat 46:1-11 (1) Do I as a Christian ex- 
hibit any hope in a world where men’s 
hearts are failing them for fear of the horror 
of a future war? (2) What is meant by 
“the city of God”? (Rev. 21:1-3). Why is it 
alone unshaken? (Heb. 12:26-28). (3) One 
day God will be universally exalted (v. 10), 
and the earth shall be filled with the know- 
ledge of the Lord. Meanwhile to whom does 
this mighty God make Himself known? 


INTRODUCTION TO THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW 

The purpose of this gospel, written espe- 
cially for the Jew, is to set forth Christ as 
the Messiah of Old Testament prophecies, 
the fulfilment of the promise to Abraham 
(Genesis 12:3), and the King of Israel in the 
line of David (Matt. 1:1). So the lineal de- 
scent of our Lord is traced to Abraham, and 
He is also shown to be a descendant of King 
David. In studying this book, note how con- 
stantly Old Testament predictions are ful- 


filled. 


WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 13 

Sr. MatrHew 2:1-12 (1) Why was Herod 
troubled when he heard of Christ’s birth? 
(2) Why, according to Micah’s prophecy 
(v. 6), was Christ born? cp. John 18:37. Is 
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He the ruler of your heart? (3) Have you 
ever opened your treasure (v. 11) unto the 
Saviour or are there some things you have 
considered too precious? 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 14 

Sr. MatTHEW 2:13-23 (1) Study the char- 
acter of the man whom God chose to care for 
Mary and the infant Jesus. Did he walk 
by faith or by sight? Which principle mo- 
tivates you? (2) What three prophecies 
of the O. T. are fulfilled in this passage? 
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 15 

St. MaTrHEw 3:1-17 (1) Is John’s message 
of repentance still necessary? cp. Acts 17:30 
(2) Notice the constructive and destructive 
acts of v.12. Are you wheat or chaff? Will 
your work stand the test of the fire? cp. 
I Cor. 3:13. (3) In His baptism, Christ, 
the Sinless One, identified Himself with 
the sinner whose iniquities He was to bear 
in that deeper baptism of the Cross. See 
Isa. 53:11 and Matt. 20:22. (4) What is 
the element of identification in your bap- 
tism as a Christian? Rom. 6:4. 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 16 

Sr. MatrHew 4:1-11 (1) Jesus Christ “was 
in all points tempted like as we are, yet 
without sin.” What three avenues of temp- 
tation does Satan use to tempt a man? Read 
I John 2:16 and Gen. 3:6. (2) How did 
Christ overcome temptation? Is that way 
open to you? Do you know how to wield 
the sword of the Spirit? Eph. 6:17. 
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 17 

Sr. MarrHew 4:12-25 (1) For the record 
of events between vv. 11 and 12 see John 
1:19-4:43. (2) Why did the Lord choose Ca- 
pernaum as the center of His ministry? (3) 
When Christ calls you to serve Him, will 
your previous training be wasted? Note 
(v. 19) how the Lord lifts a man’s capacity 
into a higher realm. (4) Memorize Matt. 
4:4. 

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 18 

Sr. MatrHew 5:1-16 (1) Are the charac- 
teristics of the Beatitudes those generally 
sought after by the world? Do these concern 
“having,” “doing,” or “being”? Does true 
happiness result from possessions, accom- 
plishments or character? (2) To whom did 
Christ address this teaching? (3) What is 





the function of salt and of light. Does your 
life have a spiritual “tang” about it? Is your 
light shining at home or is it covered and 
so being extinguished? 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 19 

St. MatrHew 5:17-26 (1) What two ex- 
amples did Christ use to illustrate His 
meaning of the “righteousness which ex- 
ceeds”? (vv. 21,27). (2) In vv. 21, 22 “the 
judgment,” “the council,” and “hell fire” 
are Jewish phrases referring to (a) the 
lower court, (b) the higher court or San- 
hedrin, (c) Gehenna, the valley of Hin- 
nom where criminals’ bodies were thrown 
and burnt with the city’s refuse. (3) What 
is the condition you must fulfill if your 
worship is to be acceptable to God? Cp. 
Psalm 66:18 with v. 24. 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 20 

Sr. MatTHEW 5:33-48 (1) In the matters 
of truth and justice how could Christ have 
His followers exhibit the righteousness that 
exceeds? (2) Does your sense of justice 
limit you to doing only what is required of 
you? (v.41). (3) What power is there to 
enable you to love men as God does? Rom. 
5:5. 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 21 

St. Marruew 6:1-18 (1) In what three 
ways is man’s relationship to God most 
clearly seen? (vv. 3,6,17). What is the 
wrong motive that can mar the perform- 
ance of these acts? (2) Are you anxious 
for others to know what you give up for 
Christ, or how long you spend in prayer or 
what proportion of your income,is given 
away? (3) Is there a secret place in your 
life for God? (Read Psalm 91:1.) 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 22 

Sr. MarrHew 6:19-34 (1) From what 
viewpoint do you look upon material pos- 
sessions? Is your eye distorted or have you 
unified vision? (vv. 22, 23). With v. 20 com- 
pare chapter 19:21. (2) ‘Take no thought” 
in vv. 25, 27, 28, 31, 34 is more correctly 
rendered “be not anxious.” (3) What driv- 
ing motive does the Lord Jesus offer to re- 
place the natural urge for acquisition? 
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 23 

Sr. MarrHew 7:1-14. (1) What attitude is 
forbidden in v. 1, and what attitude urged 
in v.62? (2) The secret of the power to 


REGULAR QUESTIONS FOR 
BIBLE READING PLAN 


After you have finished answering each 
day’s specific questions, review by answer- 
ing these important queries: 

1. Is there any example for me to seek to 
follow by God’s help? 

2. Is there a command to be obeyed? 

3. Is there a sin for me to avoid or to 
forsake? 

4. Is there a promise for me to claim; if 
so, what are its conditions? 

5. What does this passage teach me (by 
illustration or statement) about Jesus 
Christ, God, myself, His will for my life? 

6. Is there something in this passage 
which should be my prayer for today? 


obey these commands is given in v. 7. Have 
you ever really sought God to free you 
from a critical spirit and to give you in- 
stead a holy discernment in spiritual things? 
(3) What is the significance of the “‘there- 
fore” of v.12? Can man unaided obey the 
Golden Rule? (4) Note the contrasts of 
vv. 13, 14, particularly as regards the two 
destinations, Are you willing to be among 
the minority that enters the narrow gate? 
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 24 

St. MATTHEW 7:15-29 (1) What is the cri- 
terion by which you can distinguish the 
reality of a man’s profession? (2) What is 
the predominant teaching of this last 
section of Christ’s sermon? (vv. 21, 24). 
(3) Wherein lies the point of difference in 
the parable—in the men, the materials or 
the foundation? Are you building upon a 
sure foundation? Read and meditate upon 
II Tim. 2:19. (4) Memorize II Tim. 2:19. 
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 25 

Sr. MarrHew 8:1-17 (1) The Lord Jesus 
Christ has just demonstrated His authority 
in teaching. In what realm is that author- 
ity demonstrated here? (2) Observe in 
each of these three miracles how Christ 
commenced His ministry by healing those 
for whom there was no place in the Jewish 
economy—a leper, the servant of a Roman, 
and a woman. (3) What did it cost the 
Lord to heal the sick? 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 26 


Sr. Marruew 8:18-34, (1) Does the pos- 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 38 
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Fundamentalists have neglected the Mission to the Learned—with disasterous results. 


How to influence 


thoughtful pagans 


By Ernest Youns, M.A., Assistant Professor of Anthropology, Westmont College 


vast but little know mission field 
A: being neglected and lost at the 
present moment—a mission field of 
such far reaching importance to the 
immediate future of Christianity that 
we ought to be fearful and dismayed. 

In all of the activities of fundamen- 
talist Christians there is at present no 
budget for this mission field. It has no 
deputation speakers representing it, no 
liturgy, no hymnology, and not even 
one tiny chorus extolling its need. It 
is not being presented to Christian 
young people as a task worthy of a 
consecrated life. 

This is the Mission to the Learned, 
as spoken of by Paul the Apostle in 
Romans 1:14: “I am debtor both to the 
Greeks and to the Barbarians; both to 
the wise (or cultured or learned) and 
to the unwise (or uncultured or un- 
learned ).” 





Needed: 
Creative Work in Secular Fields i 
Its need is the need for Christian 


thought and vitality as creative as 
when the Reformation was young, or 
when the early Christian movement 
conquered Rome. Its need is for world 
conquest at the level of intellect and 
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spirit. Its need is for a new era of 
creative work in all fields: in litera- 
ture, music, theology, physics, bio- 
logy, anthropology ...and in each of 
these fields for Christians to be out 
on the frontiers of research to provide 
the changing, growing leadership. 

Our immediate reaction to such a 
program is that we do not have time 
for this; that we are to be expecting 
the Lord’s imminent return. We say, 
“We will preach the Gospel and trust 
the Lord in these other matters.” But, 
it is not proper to “trust the Lord” by 
default in this field any more than it is 
proper to trust Him to evangelize the 
world without us. 

In recent times many are coming to 
recognize the effects of our neglect of 
this Mission to the Learned. Such 
books as Crucifying Christ in our Coll- 
leges recognize the effects and de- 
nounce them in wild-eyed adjectives; 
but we are not recognizing them as 
effects, and we are placing improperly 
the blame. We blame evolution, ma- 
terialism, higher criticism, the indus- 
trial revolution, romanticism, the 
Catholic Church, Germany, French ra- 
tionalism, the pragmatists, August 








Comte, Karl Marx, John Dewey, 
Charles Darwin, Sigmund Freud, the 
University of Chicago, the professors— 
everything but ourselves. We blame all 
of these things, and we see no connec- 
tion between their growth and our de- 
cline. 

We ought rather to be realistic, and 
to admit a responsibility for our neg- 
lect of leadership in science and in re- 
search, and hence our passive permis- 
sion for the growth of untruths. Our 
shortsighted, purely destructive atti- 
tude towards these false, anti-Christian 
ideas at best creates a vacuum into 
which some other untruth flows. We 
have had much “scientific apologe- 
tics.” What is needed now is some 
science. 

We ought to demand realism and 
courage and intellectual effort of our 
church leaders and of our dollars. We 
do not need, for example, to be led in 
laughs at “evolution.” We need to be 
told that Protestant Reformed Chris- 
tianity is fighting in this country and 
in the Occident for its very survival. 


Three Ways 
To Recover Lost Ground 


If we recognize the dire position of 
fundamentalist culture—the effects of 
the neglect of the Mission to the 
Learned—what can we do about it? Is 
there any way to stop the tide: the pro- 
gressive loss of our schools and 
churches and mission fields by the in- 
filtration and taking over of modern- 
ism; the lack of teachers and textbooks 
and leaders and schools and funds? Is 
there any way to revitalize our narrow- 
ing resources? 

Looking back, we may be able to see 
three stages in the comprehensiveness 
of our treatment of untruth. There is 
first the old-style bombastic approach 
—denounce it. That is fine. It needs de- 
nunciation. This approach has the zeal 


and the purpose; but it is questionable 
on a basis of observation whether it 
has the proper direction for obtaining 
the results needed today. It appears 
that bombast as such has tried and 
failed. 

Secondly there is the effort for 
united political action, to preserve and 
to strengthen our rights as Christians. 
This is still not enough. You can make 
it illegal to teach evolution in one state, 
but another state will make religious 
instruction and the reading of the 
Bible in its public schools illegal. You 
cannot love individuals into heaven, 
nor even substantially change minds, 
by concentrating on issues to massacre 
on editorial pages. One cannot legislate 
a renaissance or a reformation in, or 
a senescence or old age out. 

At present there is a new feeling in 
the air. Pastors and teachers and mis- 
sionaries and laymen within our camp 
are seeking new approaches in getting 
things done and in reaching individ- 
uals, particularly young people and 
less educated people. There are ser- 
mons from science, Christian journal- 
ism, skillful radio programs, poster 
campaigns, youth rallies, books of a 
popular nature “‘disproving evolution” 
and “proving the Bible.” 

This too is commendable, but basic- 
ally it is still missing the mark al- 
though perhaps kicking dust on the 
target; it isn’t that it is wrong, but that 
it isn’t enough. 

Research is the pioneer field within 
the Mission to the Learned. 

The purpose of the Mission to the 
Learned would be to have authorita- 
tive first hand knowledge not to have 
authority and recognition merely to be 
able to throw out wrong ideas. Not 
anti-evolution, for example, but mon- 
evolution; not a “Christian” anthro- 
pology, but an anthropology which 
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will be Christian because true. In such 
a constructive by-passing technique, 
false ideas tend to take care of them- 
selves. 

The three ways of solving our prob- 
lem are, then, to fight, to preach, or to 
lead. All are needed, but from the his- 
tory of the Church and from the his- 
tory of thought and action in the West, 
it seems that leadership is the most 
central answer to our present problem. 
The solution lies in recognizing this, 
and in building laboriously towards it. 

Constructive research for a Chris- 
tian today is a lonely and unprofitable 
task in terms of this life. The Chris- 
tian laymen upon whom our structures 
depend for financial support have tra- 
ditionally supported missions, and to 
a limited extent Christian education, 
but definitely not research. 

This is something big we’re in—im- 
mensely big beyond ourselves and our 
denominations, and our generation. 

Will we again be too little and too 
late? The urgency now is not just for 
fundamentalist efficiency, but for fun- 
damentalist survival. It may be that 
the Great Commission will no longer 
be ours to fulfill. We were commanded 
to put to usury all of our God-given 
talents possible, whether one or five. 
We have not, and He may well take 
away from us even those that we have. 
I think He is doing exactly that in the 
present history of fundamentalist acti- 
vities. It may well be in His plan that 
this stewardship will pass to some 
other part of this world—perhaps to 
some of the young mission fields. 

But may the Lord yet find m us 
youthfulness and vigor and creative- 
ness, and eagerness to fulfill the Mis- 
sion to the Learned. 
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CONTINUED FROM BACK COVER 


News of the Campus 


McGitt Universiry—A feature of this 
winter’s program has been the Saturday 
night forums attended by some seventy- 
five students. A topic of common interest 
is chosen which provides a natural and 
suitable opportunity to present the Gospel. 
The speaker opens up the subject for about 
half an hour; then there is three-quarters 
of an hour for open discussion, and a final 
summation by the chairman. Saturday 
night forums and Sunday evening after- 
church hymn sings have been means of 
contacting more new students this fall than 
ever before. 

Boston Universiry—The Inter-Varsity 
group on this campus has been newly re- 
organized, Prayer meetings are being held 
three times a week in addition to a weekly 
Bible study of the Gospel according to 
Mark. Mr. Samuel Walter of the music 
department is the sponsor of this group. 
Prayer is asked that official recognition 
may be granted in the near future. 


Universiry oF PENNsYLVANIA— The 
Inter-Varsity Chapter on this campus got 
off to a good start with a Freshmen Lun- 
cheon at which fifty-one were present— 
most of whom were new students. Dr. 
Ralph Turnbull leads the discussion group 
each Friday and two prayer meetings are 
held each day. Bob Briggs is President. 
Prayer is asked for God’s help in the matter 
of finding a successful way to follow up the 
freshmen who attended the luncheon. 

GENEVA COLLEGE, PENNSYLVANIA, reports 
growth and blessing with an average of 
forty students attending their weekly meet- 
ing. An increased program of prayer and 
Bible study is being introduced by the Exe- 
cutive Committee including two weekly 
Bible study groups—one in the men’s dor- 
mitory and one in the women’s dormitory, 
as well as a daily prayer meeting. 

Bos Finey, Inter-Varsity campus evan- 
gelist, reports the Lord’s blessing on evan- 
gelistic meetings being held on campuses 
throughout the western states. Unsaved are 
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being reached and many have received 
Christ as Saviour. 


UNIVERSITY OF SASKATOON I.V.C.F. chap- 
ter is going full speed ahead and growing 
all the time. Every study group finds 
strangers in attendance. This chapter is 
really getting the idea of going all out to 
contact outsiders. One girl had the complete 
array of her boarding house comrades with 
her; another girl has induced three from 
her Pharmacy Lab class to attend and they 
all joined in the discussion with great en- 
thusiasm. 


University oF British CoLumBIA—This 
year the I.V.C.F. is going all out on U.B.C. 
campus, with a large group consisting of 
seventy fellows and fifty girls. The En- 
gineer’s group has seventeen members, in- 
cluding Barry Jeffrey who was saved at 
the first meeting held this year. Barry made 
an open acceptance of Christ in the draft- 
ing room after a message given by staff 
member Peter Aykroyd. The V.C.F. has 
also opened up a new field of testimony by 
entering a strong team (they hope) in the 
intramural sports. In that way they will 
contact the twelve or fifteen fraternities on 
campus. 

Texas State CoLLEGE FOR WOMEN re- 
cently had staff member Irene Webster- 
Smith as the guest speaker at a vesper ser- 
vice held in the Smith Caroll Dormitory. 
Immediately after the vesper service a suc- 
cessful party was held in the Golf Club 
House. Many visitors were present and the 
evening was spent in playing games, roast- 
ing weiners; it ended with a short devotion- 
al period. 

University oF Texas chapter president 
Mary Ella White tells of the unique ‘“‘open 
house” used by that chapter to introduce 
I.V.F. to new students. The room was de- 
corated as a radio studio and guests listened 
to a new Mr. Anthony program over sta- 
tion IVCF. The script was filled with hum- 
orous commercials, quiz antics and theme 
songs. At the close of the evening a Navy 
V-12 student I.V.C.F. member gave a Gospel 
message. The party followed ‘a university 
pep rally to which I.V.F. students went, 
then came to the party with friends. 

Universiry oF ALBERTA staff member 


Sadie Gibson reports an increase in the 
number attending meetings, compared with 
last year. There are approximately fifty 
students interested and between twenty-five 
to forty attend most of the meetings. There 
seems to be a greater feeling of fellowship 
among the members and their evident en- 
joyment seems to make some of the other 
students curious and want to come. Daily 
prayer meetings are held and a discussion 
group meets on Tuesdays and Thursdays. 
The present subject being discussed is “Sal- 
vation.” As a result of these meetings a girl 
recently accepted the Lord as Saviour. A 
successful week-end conference was held re- 
cently by this chapter. Much was accom- 
plished. According to Laura Stevens, fresh- 
men students who were in attendance were 
made to feel that they were really part of 
the I.V.C.F. and that they now had a re- 
sponsibility in the group. 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 34. 

sibility of “no certain dwelling-place” (I 
Cor. 4:11) ever make you hesitate to follow 
the Master? (vv. 19, 20). (2) The expres- 
sion of v. 21 is an oriental one, implying not 
that the father was already dead, but the 
reluctance of the son to leave the father as 
long as he lived. (3) In what two further 
realms does the Lord reveal His divine au- 
thority? What is your reaction to such 
mighty power? (see vv. 27, 34). 
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 27 

St. MatrHew 9:1-17. (1) Why did Christ 
perform miracles? Why this one? Which 
did He consider of primary importance— 
His teaching or His miracles? See John 
14:11. (2) How did the Lord act under 
criticism? (vv. 3, 11). Did He ignore it or 
become angry? (3) What must take place 
in your life before you can receive the “new 
wine” of Christ’s teaching? See I Cor. 2:14, 
and II Cor, 5:17. 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 28 

St. MatrrHew 9:18-34. (1) What further 
evidence is here that Christ’s authority has 
no limit? (2) As you study the needy 
cases of this chapter, what do you learn 
about the great Physician? Was anyone 
in need ever rejected? What is the part of 
faith in healing? (vv. 2, 22,29). (3) What 
encouragement for your own personal wit- 
ness can you find in the record of the heal- 
ing of the dumb man? 





1x-up aT WesteERN—London, Ontario 
M was the center of two student conven- 
tions November 17 and 18—the south- 
western Ontario fall I.V.C.F. conference 
and the Canadian Federation of Newman 
Clubs. Delegates to the latter convention, 
through mistaken identity, were taken to 
the convention of the I.V.C.F.! On arrival 
at the train depot, the Newman Club Dele 
gates report, “we were met by an attractive 
young lady who welcomed us to London 
and the convention. Since her car was al- 
ready full, she asked the driver of the next 
car to bring us, which he gladly did, and 
it was only when we had finished dinner 
that we realized that we were in the wrong 
place, Our host graciously insisted on driv- 
ing us to the Catholic Culture Center. The 
London Free Press reports this incident as 
“a fine example of true Christian Fellow- 
ship.” Two hundred students attended these 
Inter-Varsity meetings, afternoon and eve 
ning sessions of which were held in Con 
vocation Hall of the University of Western 


Ontario. The speakers were staff members 
Cathie Nicoll and Maurice Flint, and a 
visiting Bible teacher, Mr. Alfred Gibbs. 


Micuican Fatt CoNrerENCE—Eighty 
eight students representing six Michigan 
schools convened at Jackson for the Fall 
Conference. Speakers included the Rev. 
Howard Sugden of the Gansen Street Bap 
tist Church, Jackson; staff member Howard 
Larsen, Michigan grad., and Francis Steele. 
The theme of the conference was, “That 
I may know Him.” Feature of this con- 
ference was the continuous and uninter 
rupted chain of prayer for the conference 
from 4:30 Saturday afternoon until 5:00 
p.M. Sunday afternoon. It was felt that this 
was in a large measure a basis for the Lord’s 
blessing. At least one student accepted 
Christ as Saviour. 


Starr Memser Maurice Fuiint heading 
up Scripture Union in Canada, leaves on 
January 22nd for a trip through Western 
Canada on behalf of the S.U. plan of Bible 
reading. Mr. Flint will speak to Inter- 


Varsity chapters throughout the West. 
Prayer is asked that his ministry may be 
made effective and that many students may} 
be led to form the habit of the daily read- 
ing of God’s Word. (See page 32 for Scrip- 
ture Union Bible study questions. ) 

UNIversiITy CHRISTIAN UNION—UNIVER- 
siry OF WASHINGTON reports a spiritual 
quickening on the campus with considerable 
numbers of unconverted students being 
reached with evangelistic meetings. The} 
chief reason for this condition is found in 
special prayer meetings, such as the one 
held daily during staff member Bob Fin- 
ley’s visit, at 6:45 A.M. in the U.C.U; 
Women’s House. 

WaAsHINGTON STATE TEACHERS’ COLLEGE 
at Ellensburg—definite spiritual blessing as 
the result of special study of the Word of 
God. Several students have received free- 
dom in their lives as the result of their 
apprehending the truth as it is found in the 
Scriptures and at least one has confessed 
Christ as Saviour. 

Rice Instrrure—UNIversity or Hous- 
TtoN—This Inter-Varsity Chapter reports 
twenty-five students who have found Christ 
as Saviour. The group is growing in size 
and effectiveness. A student group is also 
now active at the Universiry or Houston. 

CarLETON Co.LeGE, Minnesora—John 
Mackenzie reports a Bible study group 
under way on that campus with up to 
twenty-seven students in attendance. Prayer 
is asked that an effective student witness 
may be established in this college. 

Turtrs Coiiece, MassacHusetts— A’ 
small group of students have commenced 
a campus witness at Turts. They meet three ¥ 
days a week for prayer in addition to a 
weekly Bible class. Prayer is asked that 
this new group may be singly blessed of! 
God. 

Orecon STATE TEACHERS’ COLLEGE, Mon- 
MouTH held a College Thanksgiving ser- 
vice which was climaxed when a student 
for whom prayer had been made confessed 
Christ as her Saviour. 
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